08/ 07/ 2002

Plan to reintroduce One Village, One Product schene

MALAYSI A introduced the "One Village, One Product” schene earlier than
Thail and, but it was the Thais who nade further progress on this schene,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d.

Therefore, the Government planned to reintroduce the schene to help
farnmers and fishernmen increase their earnings.

"Yes, we want to reintroduce ... we want farmers to see (the One
Village, One Product schene in Thailand) and | earn how to earn additiona
i ncome,” he told Ml aysian journalists.

The Prime Mnister said his Thai counterpart Thaksi n Shi nawatra had
agreed that if Malaysia was to send a del egation, especially fromthe
rural areas, those in the schenme in Thailand woul d exhibit their products.

"OF course, our farmers will not be able to produce the sanme products
but we hope that they will have the idea on what the "One Village, One
Product” schene nmeans rather than just concentrate on grow ng watermnmel on
or pomelos.”

Dr Mahathir said the schenme had been introduced in Ml aysia, Kedah in
particul ar, but was not as successful as in Thailand as too nmany people
junped on the bandwagon for one product.

"It is our Malaysian customthat when sonebody succeeds in doi ng
somnet hi ng, everybody wants to do the sane.

"If you go to Kedah, there are many people selling waternelons, a
nount ai n of waternelons. O course, we cannot sell a nountain of
wat er nel ons i n one season.”

Dr Mahathir said conmpared with factory workers who worked six days a
week, farmers only worked three nmonths and the rest of the year they were
not producti ve.

"Thus, they can never expect to have sufficient income from pad
farmng. In Malaysia, the cost of rice produced is higher than in other
countri es.

"I'f they want to supplenment their incone, they nust take up other
activities during their free time. They can make baskets, banboo products,
satay sticks, toothpicks and chopsticks. | am di sappointed that the
souvenirs given to tourists are inported fromother countries.”

On the fishing industry, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had requested that
Thai fishernen who frequently fished in Ml aysian waters set up their
fish-1andi ng and processing plants in Ml aysia.

He said Mal aysia al so encouraged Thai fishernen to set up joint ventures
for fishing exploration in Ml aysi an waters.
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