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Al'l eyes on the succession
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THE countdown to the new year has started. However, for Ml aysian
politics, the countdown started on June 22 when Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad unexpectedly announced his resignation.

It becane the biggest political event of the year.

The tears that flowed then have |ong dried up, but the countdown will
continue until October next year when Dr Mahathir is scheduled to step
down.

If the focus earlier was on why he chose to resign, it has now shifted
to Malaysian politics in the post-Mhathir era.

There are several uncertainties despite Dr Mahathir's repeated
statenments that he will not change his mind. The uncertainties involve the
"techni cal" aspects of political nanagenent.

For one, he has said he will not contest the next general election. That
means the next general election will not be held until after Dr Mahathir's
resignation in Cctober.

An observer pointed out: "If the general election is held before
Cctober, it neans that Dr Mahathir will have to step down earlier than
schedul ed.

"Qtherwise, if he holds to his prom se of not contesting in the next
general election, he will not be an MP any nore and he cannot then be the
Prime M nister.

"OF course, he can be appointed a senator but surely he will not want to
conplicate his plans to resign.”

Apart fromthe general election, the other aspect is the Umo el ection
which is viewed as the final stage to conplete the transition to the new
teamas well as legitimsing the successors.

As for now, the Umo suprene council has decided that the party
elections will be held after the general election, and that can actually
resol ve any conplications which may arise after Dr Mahat hir steps down.

Wth that, between October and the party elections, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi will be the Prime Mnister and acting Umo president, while
his deputy is expected to be Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

At least that is how the succession has been pl anned.

It could change cone the Umo polls in which sone rank outsiders may
decide to challenge the new | eadership. But it is unlikely to change the
Umo equation by much.

VWile the party | ooks quite ready to deal with Dr Mahathir's resignation
next year, a lot of things that happened this year could weaken the
Bari san Nasional coalition before the next general election.

Umo's main coalition partner, the MCA can be expected to continue with
its protracted internal feuding between Team A and Team B.

It is obvious by now that the Prime Mnister's peace plan only pacified
the two rival factions tenporarily. Hostilities have resunmed and can only
be expected to intensify next year.

To nmake matters worse, the recent issue involving two MCA Assenbl ynen in
Penang has strained relations between the party and Gerakan, another of
the BN s conponents.

No doubt, the MCA-Gerakan rivalry has persisted over three decades. But
unl ess sonme anicable solution is found, the fall-out fromthe Penang
epi sode may persist until the next general election.

The main beneficiary of the MCA's internal crisis and its rivalry with



Gerakan will definitely be the DAP.

After suffering severe setbacks in the |ast general election due to its
tie-up with Pas and Parti Keadilan Nasional in the OQpposition alliance,
the DAP seens to be regai ning sone of the |ost ground.

Its decision to break up its marriage with Pas seens to have hel ped, and
the problens in the BN give it a much-needed boost, regardl ess of whet her
it is by default or otherwi se.

As for Pas, it seens to be holding its own in Kel antan and Ter engganu
apart from having a keen eye on Kedah

Much of Umo's problenms in Kel antan and Terengganu have to do with
national issues.

Kel antan was lost in 1990 due to the conflict in Umo in the 1987 party
el ections. But two general elections have been held since then, and Pas
still seens able to hold the State on its own.

Pas' sweeping victory in Terengganu in the 1999 general el ection was
possi ble due to Umo's internal crisis follow ng the sacking of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m

Today, though the Anwar factor is said to be waning, Umo is stil
uncertain of regaining its footing in Terengganu

VWhile Umo is still recuperating fromthe 1999 backl ash of Malay Mislim
voters, sone of its |leaders seemto be trapped even today in their old
political power plays.

The i npendi ng resignation of Dr Mahathir has opened up opportunities for
these | eaders to position thensel ves.

The recent and on-goi ng Hari Raya open house functions hosted by top
Umo | eaders have been cl osely scrutinised by the political players.

Abdul | ah and Najib's open house functions becane a sort of litnus test
for sone of the nore anbitious Umo players, who wanted to be seen there,
ensuring by their presence that they are renenbered when the duo nove up
t he | adder.

It was quite comical to hear fromthe aides and advisers of these two
| eaders how sone of the "guests" who used to ignore invitations fromthese
| eaders were frantically trying to get thenselves "invited"

"Dah start pasang angan-angan ( They have started day-dreaming'),"
remarked an Umo | eader's aide cynically.

He was referring to the fact that the supporters of these |eaders tend
to believe that when the | eader with whomthey are aligned gets a grip on
t he powerful position they, too, will be attended to.

In short, they expect patronage to cone their way, apart from being
supported by the top |l eaders to positions and opportunities to be chosen
as candi dat es.

That's what makes the countdown to Cctober next year interesting,
especially within Umo.

For these individuals believe in counting the chickens before they are
hat ched.
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