10 MAR 2002
Ket ari - synpat hy
DON' T d VE SYMPATHY VOTES, KETARI VOTERS TCOLD

BENTONG, March 10 (Bernama) -- The opposition in particul ar the DAP
woul d try to gain synpathy fromvoters in a bidto west the Ketari state
fromthe Barisan Nasional (BN) in a by-election to be held soon.

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said voters in Ketari
shoul d not vote for a party banking only synmpathy to win but to vote for
i nstead a candi dat e who coul d serve themeffectively.

"This is inportant because part of Ketari is arural area and it wll
need vari ous devel opment projects to i nprove the standard of |iving of the
people," he told reporters here today.

Dr Limsaid the opposition was expected to try to gain synpathy of the
voters after having failed twiceintheir bidto win the seat in 1995 and
1999.

Last Friday, Pahang DAP secretary Leong Ngah Ngah reportedly expressed
confi dence of w nning the next by-election although its potential candidate
Choong Siew Onn, 34, a factory supervisor, was defeated twice in the
constituency.

Leong's optim smis based on the belief that if two earlier attenpts
fail, the third one will be successful.

Pahang DAP has proposed t hat Choong be nomi nated again to contest for
the seat which fell vacant followi ng the death of its assenbl ynman Dat uk
Loke Koon Kam on March 3.

In the 1995 general el ection, Loke beat Choong with a 2, 900-vote
majority and in the 1999 general el ection he agai n degeat ed Choong but with
aslimmjority of 231 votes.

Earlier after chairing the Pahang Gerakan neeting, Dr Limsaid the BN
m ght use the winning forrmula in the I ndera Kayangan state by-election in
Perlis for Ketari.

He said he was confident of BN s victory in Ketari although it would
not be a safe seat for the coalition front.

"It's not a safe seat...we have to fight with a very strong canpaign in
order to win," he said.

Dr Limsaid that judging by the enthusiasmshown by party menbers in
Pahang and el sewhere as well as the cooperati on among BN conponent parties,
victory was possible.

On potential candidates for the state seat, he said no new nane was
added to the list of four potential candidates conprising YamAh Ha, 51,
| awyer and Ketari branch chief, Dr Ng Keong Chye, 42, Perting branch deputy
chi ef, Leong Weng Kong, 60, conm ssi oner of oath and Bandar Karak branch
chi ef and Leong Ah Kwan, 46, tinber nerchant and Sungai Dua branch chief.

"Those who are not in the list, don't |oose heart yet. | have nore than
four lists but | have toleave it tothe central working commttee to
deci de.

"Most likely | will present is only two nanmes to BN Chai rman Dat uk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob as the Pahang
BN chai rman, " he said.
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