05/ 07/ 2002

PMto launch trade initiative with Thail and

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - The Mal aysi a- Thai | and Chanber of Commerce, a fresh
initiative to enhance trade between the two nations, will be officially
opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad during his two-day
visit to Thail and begi nni ng tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir, on his first official trip abroad since announcing his
i npendi ng resignation, will also give a luncheon talk for Ml aysi an and
Thai busi nessnen.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said Dr Mahat hir would
| eave from Alor Star tonorrow for an unofficial nmeeting with Thai Prine
M ni ster Thaksin Shinawatra in Chiang Mi.

"The next day (Saturday) Dr Mahathir will depart for Bangkok for an
official neeting with Thaksin," Syed Hami d said during a briefing at Wsna
Putra today.

The two | eaders are expected to di scuss wi de-ranging bilateral matters,

i ncluding the Petronas gas pipeline project, border issues and the setting
up of the Asean + 3 secretariat in Ml aysia.

Syed Hanmid said that the institutionalisation of Asean + 3, a suggestion
mooted by Dr Mahathir, had so far received positive response from al nost
all Asean menbers, plus China, South Korea and Japan.

"We are of the viewthat the time nowis right to push for the
i npl enent ation.”

"Thai |l and has shown interest to be part of the pact,” he said.

Dr Mahathir will be acconpanied by his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, Syed Hamid, Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng
Yai k and Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwaw .

Also in the del egation are Arned Forces chief Jen Tan Sri Zahi di
Zai nuddi n, Inspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mii, Petronas
president Tan Sri Hassan Marican and Economic Planning Unit director-
general Datuk |skandar Dzakurnai n Badar udi n.

The Prime Mnister and his delegation will return home on Sunday.
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