22/ 03/ 2002
PMs visit a " breakthrough

Syed Nadzri

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was accorded a red carpet
wel cone here yesterday at the start of what was described by his Polish
counterpart as a "breakthrough visit".

Shortly after arriving fromBerlin in a private jet at the Ckecie
Mlitary Airport, Dr Mahathir was taken to Polish Prime Mnister Leszek
Mller's chancellory for an official welconme cerenony followed by a
del egati on neeti ng.

It was at a brief joint Press conference that followed that MIIer
remarked that Dr Mahathir's visit was a breakthrough since it was the
first by a Ml aysian | eader since diplomatic relations were established 30
years ago. The two | eaders said they discussed matters of conmon interest,
especially those related to strengthening trade |inks.

Pol and, it is understood, is trying hard to get Malaysia to buy its
mlitary equi pment but nothing has been finalised so far.

Dr Mahathir was al so conferred the Grand Cross of the Order of Merit of
the Republic of Poland by Polish President Al eksander Kwasni ewski, the
country's highest award to a foreign dignitary.

Dr Mahathir, who has had a hectic week in his whirlw nd tour of Russia
and Gernmany, was acconpanied by a | arge del egati on of senior CGovernnent
of ficials and businessnen. At a business |uncheon tal k, he proposed that
Mal aysi an and Pol i sh busi nessnmen | ook into the possibility of jointly
pursuing comercially viable projects in third countri es.

He said economc relations between the two countries had foll owed a
somewhat set pattern all these years, but the current shift towards
gl obal i sati on could change this.

"The intensification of globalisation is offering us trenendous
opportunities to reconfigure that pattern to our nutual advantage.

Col I abor ati on between our business comunities should not be confined to
expl oring opportunities within each other's borders.

"Ml aysi an and Pol i sh busi nessnen should al so identify areas of
conpl ementarities and together pursue comercially viable projects in
third countries,” he said at the |Iuncheon attended by sone of the top
busi nessnen of both countries.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a three-day official visit to Poland, however
cauti oned about the downside of globalisation and suggested that the two
countries work together.

"Both countries have created an open economny, pursuing an aggressive
policy of econom c engagenent with other countries and letting the private
sector take the lead in economc activities. As such there should be nmany
areas of conmonalities that will enable us to take a common stand in
various international fora."

In his speech, Dr Mhathir al so canpai gned vigorously for better
bil ateral economic and trade ties, giving Polish businessnen present a
gl i npse of how supportive the Ml aysi an Governnent is towards private
sector businesses.

Pol and, he said, is Malaysia's largest tradi ng partner anong the Central
and Eastern European countries. But the main task is to strengthen these
ties.

"My presence here with a | arge del egation of senior government officials
and representatives of the Ml aysian private sector is testinony of that
interest,"” he added.



Dr Mahathir |ater attended a denonstration of Polish-nmade nmain battle
tanks at the Warsaw Arnoured Brigade headquarters.
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