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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernane) -- The government is allocating RW7.55
billion for next year to continue upgradi ng the standard and quality of
nmedi cal services and public health.

Thi s represented an i ncrease of nearly 20 percent over this year's
al l ocation, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d when t abli ng
the 2003 Budget in the Dewan Rakyat today.

O this, RW.76 billion is for operating expenditure and RML. 79 billion
for devel opment expenditure.

"Several newprojects will be inplenented, includingthe construction
of 25 new hospital s and t he upgradi ng of 47 hospitals, 383 rural clinics
and 81 health clinics," said Dr Mahathir, who i s the Fi nance M ni ster.

He sai d anpbng the hospital s under construction were Hospital Serdang,
Al or Setar, Sungai Bul oh, Anpang, Sungai Petani and Lahad Dat u.

"Attention will be given to public health services to i nprove the
heal th of women, children, youths, the aged and di sabled, as well as to
control infectious di seases and non-i nfectious di seases, such as di abetes,
heart di seases and cancer," he sai d.

The cl ose cooperation between t he governnent and non- gover nnent a
organi sations (NGGs) in prevention and treatnent as well as support
progranmes woul d continue to be enhanced, he said.

For next year, RM4 nillion is allocated to NGOs such as HOSPI S and t he
Nati onal Ki dney Foundati on

"I'n addi ti on, the governnent will continue to provide matching grants
for NGOs which are sincere in hel ping the country,” Dr Mahathir said.
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