22/ 09/ 2002

WAF: Environnental health |left out

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The environment has been negl ected i n Budget 2003,
Wrld Wde Fund for Nature Ml aysi a said.

Though the Budget had incentives for the use of renewable energy, it did
not address broader environnmental issues, its National Programe director
Kevi n H ew sai d.

"The health of our waters and forests, which formthe foundation for a
strong econony, have been side-stepped again in this budget," he said.

Budget 2003 was tabled in Parlianment yesterday by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who said the Governnment recogni sed bio-diesel
sol ar power and hydro power as sources of renewable, or non-polluting
energy.

The Budget proposed that current incentives for conpanies using bio-nmass
to generate renewabl e energy, be extended for three nore years. It also
proposed that these incentives be extended to conpanies produci ng sol ar
and hydro power.
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