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STRONG SHOW OF SOLI DARI TY BY ASEAN LEADERS

By: Tham Choy Lin and Miin Abdul Majid

PHNOM PENH, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- Regional |eaders neeting here under one
of the nost trying periods enmerged strongly fromthe first day of their 8th
Asean Sunmit, vowi ng to restore confidence i n Sout heast Asia in the wake of
terror bonbings in the region.

The 10-menber grouping al so got off to a noral e-boosting start in the
two-day sunmit by formalising a pact with China to begin a Free Trade Area
(FTA) by 2010, giving hope to the potential enmergence of the | argest
econom ¢ bloc in the world.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and hi s Asean col | eagues
i ssued a stern decl arati on denouncing terrorismand threwtheir support
behi nd | ndonesi a and t he Philippines to fight the scourge.

In a show of solidarity, the | eaders said at the end of their neeting
today that they would hold their 9th sunmt next year in Bali, the scene of
the terror bonbing that killed nore than 180 people, nostly foreigners, on
Cct 12.

In the two-page decl aration, the | eaders sl anmed forei gn governnents
for advising their citizens to avoi d Sout heast Asi a wi thout substanti al
proof of possible terrorist attacks.

"We urge the international comunity to support Asean's efforts to
conbat terrorismand restore business confidence in the region.

"We are determined to cooperate actively in nmitigating the adverse
i mpact of terrorist attacks on Asean countries and urge the international
community to assist us inthese efforts,” they said inthe declaration.

Bri efing Mal aysi an reporters, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d
Al bar said Dr Mahathir inpressed upon the neeting that the root causes of
terrori smnust be addressed as the problemcoul d not be resolved solely
through mlitary nmeans.

China's Premi er Zhu Rongji al so pl edged support to hel p Asean fi ght
terrorism and in a strong vote of confidence for Asean, he said the two
nmust push forward their relations to a new stage of all-round devel opnent.

In a statenment by host Prinme M nister Hun Sen on behal f of the | eaders,
t he groupi ng wel coned Thai |l and' s deci sion to accede to an agreenent to
exchange i nformation wi t h | ndonesi a, Mal aysi a, the Phili ppines and Canbodi a
to suppress terrorist activities in the region.

Intheir first Asean response to the situation in Iraq, the Asean
| eaders cal | ed on Baghdad to conply with United Nations resol utions and
elimnate all weapons of mass destruction.

On the economic front, the | eaders directed their economc mnisters to
fast-track priority sectors and take stronger neasures to boost Asean
conpetitiveness in the face of rapid gl obalisation.

Asean | eaders today al so signed a tourismagreenment to pronote
Sout heast Asia as a single tourist destination and to rel ax intra-Asean
travel procedures.

In a maj or boost for regional security, Asean and Chi na signed t he
Decl arati on on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea to defuse
t ensi ons on the overl apping clainms over the Spratly islands.

"This i nportant advancerment of China-Asean rel ations marks a hi gher
| evel of political trust between the two sides and will contribute to
regi onal peace and stability," said Zhu.

Syed Hami d said Mal aysi a wel coned China's participation in the
decl arati on.



"The fact that we are able to sign the declaration is one of our
bi ggest achi evenments. It took four years and today it has been signed," he
sai d.

He said Asean | eaders had al so tasked their foreign mnisters to study
the idea of a sunmit with Australia over the coming year.

Meanwhi | e, the Asean | eaders expressed their appreciation of the
groupi ng' s out goi ng secretary-general Rodolfo Severino after his five-year
term

He will be replaced by Singaporean di pl omat Ong Keng Yong for the
2003- 2007 term
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