29 NOV 2002
Mahat hi r - Umo
UVWNO SUPREME COUNCI L ELECTI ONS NEXT YEAR POSTPONED

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 29 (Bernama) -- The Umo suprene council el ections,
schedul ed for next June, have been postponed to a date to be fi xed.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t he post ponenment was
to enable the party to focus on preparations for the general el ection.

The deci si on was nmade by the supreme council at its nmeeting here today,
the Umo president said.

"It is the suprene council's prerogative to postpone the elections for
up to 18 nonths," he told a nedia conference after the neeting.

Dr Mahat hir said the postponenent was necessary so that the party
menbers coul d concentrate fully on preparations for the general el ection.

"W don't know when the general election will be held but we know t hat
we' Il be having an el ection and we feel that we should not distract the
Umo nenbers fromfocusing on the el ection," he said.

Asked how Umo woul d deterni ne candi dates for the general election if
t he suprene council el ections were postponed, he said the candi dates were
sel ected not solely based on the position they held in the party.

"Actually, we will choose whomwe want to. If we select only those in
the party, then others will not have a chance," he said.

On the chal | enge which the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) expected to face in
the el ection, Dr Mahathir sai d the opposition was begi nning to panic.

"I hear that the opposition parties are now having butterflies in their
tumm es because the 2.8 nillion voters that they have transferred to help
themwi Il returnto their respective constituencies and there will be no
nor e nmani pul ati on.

"They did not actually win, they won by cheating, transferring voters.
That's why they won, otherw se they would not have won," he sai d.

Dr Mahat hir al so reni nded Umo nmenbers that those who | odge police
reports on party matters woul d face di sciplinary action, including
expul sion fromthe party.

He said the supreme council would direct the party's disciplinary board
to call up the nmenber concerned to get an expl anati on before any action was
t aken.

"There's a likelihood that disciplinary action, including expulsion
fromUmo, will be taken agai nst those who | odge police reports, he said.

He al so said that Umo felt that the two MCA state assenbl ynen in
Penang who had breached party di sci pline shoul d be sacked fromthe BN

However, the matter nust be deci ded by the BN, he added.

The two assenbl ynen, Li mBoo Chang (Datuk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Li ang
(Jawi ) had breached party discipline by abstai ning fromvoti ng agai nst a
noti on noved by the opposition inthe Penang state assenbly recently.
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