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"Treat root causes, terrorismwll end

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

MJUSLIM terrori sm can be reduced or elimnated if the oppression of Mislins
wor | dwi de, the expropriation of their |lands and the prevention of Mislins
from seeking justice are addressed, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
yest er day.

The Prime Mnister said that unless the true causes were recogni sed and
addressed, Muslim anger would continue to fuel terrorist attacks.

"We can only foster peace and dialogue if we try to return to sanity and
focus on the causes of terrorisminstead.

"I believe that at the root of Muslimterrorismis the fact that they
are weak and i ncapable of negotiating on equal ternms with their
detractors.

"I'nmposing the will of the powerful on Muslins is not dialogue for peace.
Their Governments may be forced to agree, but not their people, sone of
whomwi || continue to fight in whatever way they can

"The second need is for the recognition of the true causes. The
expropriation of Mislimland and the oppression of Mislins."

"Since Sept 11 this oppression has beconme nore w despread and nore
severe. If these two factors are acknow edged and negotiations are fairly
conducted with the objective of renoving the causes, God WIIling, peace
will ensue,” Dr Mahathir said in his keynote address titled Islam
Fostering Peace and Di al ogue In An Interdependent World at a Synposi um on
Islam held at the United Nations University here.

The synposiumis jointly organised by the United Nations University,
Anbassadors of Organisation of Islamc Conference nenbers in Japan and
supported by the Japanese Foreign Mnistry and Japan Ruling Parties
Parliamentary League for Islam

Dr Mahathir told the audi ence that although Miuslim Governnents were not
in conplete control of the extrem st elements in their countries,
terrorismwould die a natural death if the root causes were weeded out.

"It will not be inmmediate as in the case of the conventional defeat of a
country. Mislim Governnents are not in conplete control of the extrem st
elenents in their countries.

"But without a cause, the anger would di m nish and there would be fewer
recruits for terrorism Eventually terrorismwould cease for |ack of
support,” he said, adding that a Third Wrld War had been avoided for nore
than 50 years now due to treaties that were nore rational and acceptable
(after the Second World War) than the agreenents reached after the First
World War.

"But the powers that be have not |earnt how to handl e the war agai nst
terrorism They treat it |like a conventional war.

"They are doing everything possible to increase terrorism Countries
whi ch col | aborate are being threatened. The only thing that can happen is
a loss of co-operation in the fight against terror. And terror attacks are
going to be a part of our lives, whoever we may be.

"The world is set for a very long and painful war which will keep
everyone in a state of fear, strangle world econony and render nost of the
advances in science and technol ogy usel ess,” he war ned.

Dr Mahathir told the synposiumthat |slamspells peace but peace cannot
be possibly attained until the true grievances of the Mislinms were
acknow edged and attended to.

Referring to the creation of the state of Israel, he said the Arabs were



di scrimnated against in order to solve the Jew sh problem faced by the
Eur opeans.

He pointed out that the Israel issue was one of the main reasons which
fuel ed the anger of Muslins worl dw de.

"The Arabs cannot see any reason why they should be made to pay debts
owed by Europeans. And since then the Palestinian territorial issue has
pl agued the world, has caused m sunderstandi ngs and bitter confrontation
bet ween Arabs, Europeans and Jews which nost people attribute to
di fferences of religion

"There is obvious confusion between religious confrontations and
territorial expropriation

"There is of course sone elenent of religion involved but the main issue
is land expropriation and oppression which met with resistance. Today it
is nothing nore than a wish for retaliation and revenge," he added.
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