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Wanita CGerakan urges all Ml aysians to reject hudud

WANI TA Gerakan has urged every Ml aysian - regardl ess of race, creed or
religion - not to accept the use of hudud in the country.

Its chief Datuk Kee Phai k Cheen said such a stand was necessary as hudud
vi ol ated the basic principles of the Federal Constitution.

"CGender equality has just been legally established in our Constitution
but the new hudud | egislation blatantly discrimnates agai nst wonen's
status as w tnesses," said Kee.

"It does not accept wonen and non-Mislins as valid eye-w tnesses and
rape is proven only if four adult male Muslimwi tnesses give evidence or
the accused makes a confession,"” she added.

Speaki ng at the opening of the Wanita Gerakan del egates conference in
Kual a Lunmpur yesterday, she said the novenent fully supported the struggle
to repeal all draconian and unjust |aws passed under religious or secular
gui ses.

She said all laws that violated the principles of human rights and
equal ity nust be abolished.

"We, therefore, call on all who believe in basic human rights to set
aside our differences and be fully commtted to defending the rights of
all Ml aysians to equal treatnent, access to opportunities and dignity,"
she added.

Kee noted that with the formation of the Winen and Fami |y Devel opnent
M nistry, the Barisan Nasional Government had gi ven wonen full access to
government machi nery and funding as well as a system of networking to
bring about continual devel opment and progress.

"W no | onger have an excuse for not holding up half of our Ml aysian

sky, as the saying goes. If laws and practices still discrimnate agai nst
worren, then they have to be weeded out and repeal ed,” she said.
Kee said many were still unaware that Ml aysia was uni que because of its

diversity, rich culture and nulti-tal ented people.

The 1 CT and gl obalisation era has now i nposed greater demands on
Mal aysi ans to continue their quest for higher skills and nore know edge to
sustain our conpetitive edge.

"Languages, especially those used on a gl obal scale, should be viewed as
an access to know edge, a means of effective comunication and a way of
sustai ning our conpetitive edge.

"Hence, the call by Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad) for
an extensive and intensive usage of English, especially in the teaching of
Mat hemati cs and Sci ence, nust be supported by all,"” she said.

Kee said Malaysia's international standing in the world today had nade
t he peopl e proud of being Malaysians and this was largely attributed to Dr
Mahat hir's consistency in voicing his stand on world issues w thout fear
or favour.
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