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POLI TI CAL DEVELOPMENTS | N MALAYSI A W LL AFFECT SI NGAPORE - HSI EN LEONG

By: Sal bi ah Sai d

SI NGAPORE, Cct 4 (Bernamm) -- Whether Ml aysi a devel ops al ong Umo' s
secul ar, nodern approach or goes in PAS religious and conservative
direction will have an inpact on Singapore, says Deputy Prime Mnister Lee
Hsi en Loong.

Lee described the struggle between Umo and PAS for Malay support as
"hard fought".

Cting the Pendang and Anak Bukit by-elections in Kedah recently, he
sai d: "The seats had been held by a PAS | eader who had died. It was a tough
fight. Umo nmade a nmaxi mumeffort to win back the two seats, but got back
only one. Many rural Ml ay voters staunchly supported PAS, despite all that
Umo did."

Lee was speaking at the Kent Ridge Mnisterial Forumin the United
States. The text of his speech was rel eased here today.

Lee clained that PAS stood for an Islamc state that included hudud
laws "li ke chopping off hands for theft and stoning to death for adultery."

He noted that Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
had said after the by-elections that "it is not easy to convert people who
refuse to think or evaluate but nerely follow what (their |eaders) tel
themto do".

Lee al so quoted Dr Mahathir as saying: "For the opposition (PAS), even
if they put a wooden stunp, they would still win. They (PAS supporters)
don't think. They see the noon (the PAS synbol), they will support..."

Said Lee: "In Malaysia, Dr Mahathir is doing everything he can to
devel op and noderni se the country. He i s pushing hard to have sci ence and
mat hermati cs taught in English in schools, against considerable resistance."

Stressing that the region's future also hinged on politica
devel opnents, Lee said a stable Indonesia was even nore inmportant to
Sout heast Asi a.

Shoul d | ndonesi a becone divided, politically unstable and economcally
weak, it would have deep and broad repercussions for Singapore and the
regi on, he said.

On the war on terrorism Lee said the terrorists could not w n but
elimnating themwould be a very difficult task.

"But the terrorists fighting in the nane of Islamw Il try their best
to make this a conflict between Miuslins and the infidels,"” he said. "As the
fight goes on, including in lraq, it may well have repercussions on
rel ati ons between Mislimand non-Mislimcountries.”

On the recent arrests of nmenbers of the Jermmah Islanmyah (JI), Lee said
they were planning terrorist attacks agai nst Areri can and Si ngapor ean
targets, including the U S. Enbassy, the water pipeline and the Mnistry of
Def ence.

"Their purpose was to cause conflict between Ml aysia and Si ngapore,
and religious strife between Muslins and non-Mislins, so as to bring about
a Daul ah Islamiyah, or Islanmic state, in Southeast Asia. Had they
succeeded, the harmto Singapore woul d have been enornous," he said.

Stressing the need to strengthen racial harnony in the face of such a
threat, he said: "To start with, we have to see this as a national problem
and tackle it together, Muslins and non-Mislins. The extrenists want to
destroy the trust and confidence that we have built between the
conmuni ties. We nmust not allowthemto do so."

Lee said non-Mislins nust understand that the problemwas caused by a



"tiny handful" of extrem sts who did not reflect the attitudes of
Si ngapore's generally noderate Muslimcomunity.

"They should therefore not |let the discovery of the JI group affect
their attitudes to Muslins in general, or their trust in their fellow
citizens," added Lee.
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