14 JUN 2002
Syed Hanmi d- Asean
ASEAN+3 TO BE TABLED AT M NI STERI AL MEETI NG | N BRUNEI

KOTA TINGE , June 14 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is to submt a proposal to
set up the pernmanent secretariat for "Asean+3" in Kual a Lunpur at the Asean
Foreign Mnisters' Meeting to be held in Brunei follow ng the encouraging
response received so far.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar sai d Mal aysi a had al r eady
announced its offer to come out with a US$10 nmillion expenditure for the
initial expenses in setting up the secretariat.

"We are quite encouraged by the response so far... Japan and South
Korea al so seemto have no objection and feel that matters under Asean+3
are now i ncreasi ng and need fol |l ow up

"As such, it is best that the secretariat is set up permanently," he
told reporters here when asked to comment further on the pernanent
secretari at between Asean and Chi na, Japan and Sout h Kor ea.

He said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad had rai sed t he
matter and had recei ved no objection fromanyone and that was why the
proposal , which was now at the officers' |evel, was being fol | owed up at
the Foreign Mnisters' |evel

Syed Hami d said Mal aysia felt that there was now an urgency in the
establ i shnent of the secretariat foll owi ng the devel opnents and chal | enges
fromgl obalisation as well as the changing situations in the world.

On the India-Pakistan conflict, he said so far the question of Ml aysia
playing a nediator's role in the conflict did not arise.

He wel coned the wit hdrawal of warships by the two countries, the
opening up of air space for civil aviation and India's agreenent to reopen
its Hi gh Conmi ssion in Pakistan and possibly vice-versa.

I n anot her devel oprment, he sai d Mal aysia, as chai rman of the Contact
G oup of the Organisation of Islam c Conference (OC) to assist Sierra
Leone, was prepared to provi de techni cal assi stance and expertise to the
west African nation to help in |and devel opnent schenes there.

Syed Hanmid said Sierra Leone was keen to enul ate the Fel da | and schenes
and t he devel opnent of the commercial agricul ture sector which had | ong
been successful ly i npl enented here.

"Sierra Leone has alnmost simlar climte and soil as Mal aysi a and the
successful |and schemes in Mal aysia have i npressed themin efforts to bring
their people out of poverty," he said.

Earlier, he had acconpani ed the O C Contact G oup which included Sierra
Leone Foreign M nister Monodu Koroma, who is also the Mnister for
I nternational Cooperation, and the country's Presidential Advisor Ramadan
Dunbuya on a visit to Fel da Senenchu, near here, which represents the best
Fel da schene in Johor.

Syed Hami d said Sierra Leone received an allocation fromthe Wrld Bank
for use to help its people and Mal aysi a had the experti se whi ch was nost
useful to them

Meanwhi | e, Koroma told reporters that his country wanted to | earn nore
about Mal aysia's | and schenes as there was an i nmedi ate need for his
governnent to i npl enent such schenmes to assist its displaced citizens which
nunber ed about one mllion out of the total five mllion population

"About one nillion of our peopl e were displaced and becane ref ugees as
a result of war and now that peace has returned, we would |ike to assist
themand bring themhome," he said.

Koroma sai d his country of 76,000 square kil onmetres had the | and and



resources to i mpl ement Fel da-1i ke schenes which he regarded as highly
i npressive as Fel da not only organi sed the people to be self-sufficient and
productive but al so showed high ability for sustainabl e devel opment.

"We're interested in the resettl ement schenme... to bring back our
people with adifference... toresettle themproperly into very productive
life," he said.

He said his country was also rich in dianond, gold and bauxite and was
| ooking forward to nore extensive trade wi th Mal aysi a.

"We would I'ike to have a mission here in Malaysia, to be able to learn
first hand... including on poverty eradi cation strategy and ways to devel op
our resources," he said, adding that a del egation of officials fromSierra
Leone woul d be visiting Ml aysi a soon.
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