13/ 12/ 2002
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Abdul Razak Ahmad; Alina Sinon;, Ridzal A Latiff

KEDAH S political and admnistrative | eaders nmust foster an effective
wor ki ng rel ationship with each other to succesfully inplenment devel opnment
projects and explain to the people their benefits, Deputy Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said yesterday.

Ef fective co-operation and rel ati ons between the two groups were
i mportant in ensuring the success of the State Governnent's efforts to
make Kedah a devel oped State by 2010, he said.

"I hope a good working relationship is fostered between the politica
| eadership and the State Governnent adm nistration

"There should not be any problem between the two as this can cause the
people to feel uneasy, as all efforts to develop the State should be seen
as maintaining the interests of both parties,” Abdullah said when opening
t he Kedah Maju 2010 Convention at Dewan Seri Negeri, Wsnma Darul Anman here
yest er day.

Al so present was Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain. The two-
day event began on Wednesday with participation fromover 450 State
Governnment officials, businessnen, bankers and devel opnent project
financiers.

Abdul | ah said his call for closer bonds between the State political and
adm ni strative | eadership was to ensure there would be no problens in
i npl enenting the many projects needed to nake the State devel oped.

"Any potential problem nust be di scussed because the State's politica
and admi ni strative | eadershi ps nmust be together. One cannot nove w t hout
the other," he said.

In his speech, Abdullah also said the factor determining a State
Government's success was its ability to deliver devel opnment to the people
and to maintain their interests.

"I ndependence without devel opment i s neaningl ess because wi t hout
progress, the people will be living in backwardness, poverty and al ways
open to the possibility of being oppressed.”

Abdul | ah said he was happy to note how Kedah and ot her State Governnents
pl anned to develop their States through the establishnment of devel opment
pl ans such as the Kedah Maju 2010 bl ueprint.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said such plans reinforced and conpl enent ed
t he Federal Governnent's devel opnent plans for the States.

He al so said State Governments nust realise that the Federal authorities
woul d sone tines need to nmake requests, such as the acquisition of |and
for certain Federal devel opnent projects.

"These requests need to be processed and approved quickly by the State
Government without themviewing it as requests which would only benefit
t he Federal Covernnent."

In his speech, Syed Razak said the convention, which followed the |aunch
of the Kedah Maju 2010 Action plan by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Sept 29 | ast year, was to gauge the progress achi eved
by the State in its efforts to nake Kedah a devel oped State.

He said the State CGovernnent wel conmed all constructive criticismfrom
convention participants on howto finetune the plan
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