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NAM Mal aysi a

MALAYSI A' S LONG ROAD TO THE NON- ALl GNED MOVEMENT
A Speci al Report

By: Santha Qorjitham

KUALA LUMPUR: When the new y i ndependent Ml aysia first knocked on the
door of the Non-Aligned Movenent (NAM for nenbership, she found it slamed
shut in her face. But that was nore than four decades ago when the young
Mal aysia was struggling to find her place in the sun

Cone February next year, Malaysia will take over the chairmanship of
the novenent of nore than 120 Third World countries which are also home to
nore than half of the world' s popul ation.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar says Ml aysia sees its
role as the chairman of NAM next year as a formof recognition.

He said al though Mal aysia did not canpaign for the post, it was asked
to host the heads of state sunmit and | ead the organizati on.

Mal aysi a has cone a | ong way i ndeed since the 1960s, when NAM nenbers
bl ocked its entry to the novenent, labelling it a puppet of the West.

Bernama's Santha Oorjithamtal ked to political veterans to trace
Mal aysia's colourful history with the 50-year-old NAM whose heads of state
first net in Bel grade, Yugoslavia, in 1961, with 25 countries taking part.

Mal aysia's first prine mnister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, did not want to
j oi n because NAM was seen as socialist and the newy independent country
did not want to offend any foreign power then, especially Britain

Former deputy prine mnister Tan Sri Musa Hitamrecalls that the
Tunku's deputy, Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, and other younger politicians
want ed Mal aysia to have a voice in NAM-- at | east as an observer.

"Tun Razak did not oppose Tunku whose strong stand was fromthe point
of view of the pro-Wst politics of the tinme," says Miusa, who was politica
secretary to Transport Mnister Tan Sri Sardon Jubir at that tine.

"But Tun Razak took the long termview that we should be present, to be
in touch."”

Later, between the second NAM summit in 1964 and 1969, Ml aysi a want ed
to join but Indonesia blocked its menbership, claimng Ml aysia was
pro-West, pro-inperialist and capitalist.

AAPSO STRATEGY

The Mal aysi an proponents of NAM then adopted a new strategy to get into
the novenent by formng a Mal aysi an branch of the Afro-Asian People's
Solidarity Organi zation (AAPSO), a front organi sati on of NAM

An ei ght - menber del egati on headed by a young MP, Dr Mahat hir Mhanead,
tried to attend its international conference in Wnneba, CGhana, in 1965.

New Straits Tinmes Group Editor-in-Chief Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahnad, who was
then political secretary to Tun Razak, was part of the del egati on which was
not allowed to enter the neeting. But they net people attending the neeting
and i ssued st at enents.

"They knew the way to overcone |Indonesia's opposition to us was to go
to these conferences and explain that Ml aysia was not a neo-colonialist as
we were accused of being -- and we succeeded," said Abdullah in his witing
on the incident in "Tunku Abdul Rahnman and Ml aysia's Foreign Policy, 1963
- 1970".

Forner MCA President Tan Sri Lee San Choon, another nenmber of the
del egation, says the Tunku found out about the trip when they were on their
way back and was reported to be angry.

Lee and other nenbers stayed in Cairo for a few days because they
didn't know whether to go back to Kuala Lunpur or wait until things settled



down.

"I't was said that Tunku was extrenely unhappy and may take some
action," says Lee, who was al so a young MP t hen.

Mal aysia also tried to attend the third NAM sumit whi ch was schedul ed
to be held in Algeria in nid-1960s.

The sunmit was cancel | ed because of a coup but the junior nenbers of
Mal aysi a' s del egati on managed to get into the sunmit venue al t hough
Mal aysi a was not registered.

"Everything was in chaos, wthout direction," recalls Misa. "V were
there but we were not accepted as nenbers, not because we were not accepted
but because there was no conference. But Ml aysia had tried to invol ve
itself,"” he recalls.

Mal aysia finally becanme a nenber of NAMin 1969, after Tunku Abdu
Rahman retired.

NEW ROLE | N OLD MOVEMENT

The Non- Al'i gned Moverent can play a role in the globalisation process,
and Mal aysia, as its chairman from 2003 t hrough 2006, can al so play an
important role in NAM say several observers and anal ysts.

In fact, Malaysia started to beconme a | eader within the organi zation
when it becanme nore active in the early 1980s under the | eadership of Dr
Mahat hi r.

The prinme minister has attended all the sumits during his term except
for the 1998 summt in Durban, South Africa.

At the summts, he focused on Sout h- Sout h Cooperation, North-South
di al ogue, devel opnent and nucl ear di sarmanment.

Ni gerian political scientist Madu Magnus Eneka, who is a PhD student at
Uni versiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a, says Mal aysia has been the frontliner in
pushing the interests of developing nations in the international arena,
such as currency controls and the opening of Wstern markets for goods from
devel opi ng countri es.

Next year, he says, when Mal aysia chairs NAM the sumit will determn ne
the future direction of African, Asian and Latin American countries.

"Most African countries come here to learn from Ml aysia on howto
handl e some intractable problens,” he says, "and whatever they do now wil |
even be copied by sone other nations, which will be the precedent.”

Former deputy prinme mnister Musa H tam says Ml aysi a has cone a | ong
way to host next year's NAM summt and | ead the group from 2003 to 2006.

He recalls the m d-1960s when Ml aysi a was bl ocked from enteri ng NAM

"We knocked at the door and they closed the door," he says. "They
| ocked the door. W could not enter. Soretimes, we would knock on the door
and beg for adm ssion."

NAM S | NFLUENCE

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar says NAM can play a role
to influence the gl obalisation process so that NAMis not isol ated by
gl obal devel oprent trends.

"W want to see the energence of an econonic system a trade system a
financial systemwhich is nore fair, equitable, does not take sides, tries
to level the field so that we have the chance to conpete nore fairly."

Mal aysia is now part of the NAM Troi ka of past, present and future
chai rnen.

Mal aysi a has al so hosted the G 15 sumrits in 1990 and 1997 and now
heads the grouping's | CT Taskf orce.

The G 15, with 19 nenbers that are considered the nore devel oped anong
Third World nations, is a direct offshoot of the 9th NAM Summit in
Bel grade, Yugoslavia in 1989. Its missionis to spur nore trade and



econom ¢ exchanges anong t he NAM nenbers. -- Bernama
SMO KGO
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