18/ 09/ 2002

Dr M Ml aysia recogni sed the world over as nodel Islamc nation

SHAH ALAM Tues. - Malaysia is not only internationally recognised but
also qualified to be an Islanm c nation despite the fact that it is a
multi-racial and multi-religious country, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
reiterated today.

The Prime Mnister said there was nothing wong with his earlier remarks
descri bing Malaysia as an Islamc nation as the country had all the
necessary provisions for Muslinms while not denying the non-Mislins their
rights as citizens.

"It is a fact that Ml aysia has been a Muslimcountry from day one and
because Pas played up the issue we had to clarify that we are already an
Islamic nation," he said at a Press conference after delivering a keynote
address at the Understanding Malaysia As An Islamc Nation sem nar here.

"What is the need for themto be wanting to set up an Islamic state?" Dr
Mahat hir asked, adding that it was the politicians who were bent on
mani pul ating his statement to confuse the rakyat and fish for votes.

"The non-Mislins are not objecting to ny statenent, only the politicians
are harping on it for their own narrow agenda."

The seminar is jointly organi sed by the Sel angor CGovernnent, the
Institute of M nd Devel opment (Inmnd) and the Institute of Islamc
Under st andi ng Mal aysia (l1kim.

Dr Mahathir said that such a sem nar was necessary to explain the
fundanmental s of the country but expressed doubt that those bent on
di screditing the Government woul d be convi nced.

"They will never accept, they will keep on telling lies and try to
convince the people that we are wong and they are right. So it is a
guestion of people with a different agenda altoget her

"They are not interested in Islam they are not interested in foll ow ng
the teachings of Islam all they are interested in is maki ng use of
Islam .. so these people will never be convinced," he said, responding to
reporters' questions.

Earlier in his keynote address which was foll owed by a 15-m nute
di al ogue session with participants, Dr Mahathir warned Mislins of the
threat posed by certain factions of the comunity, whose actions of
di viding the ummah closely resenbled the acts of the Khawarij sect in post
Prophet Muhammad's tine.

The Prime Mnister said the Governnent could cone up with clear proof
that all the teachings of Islamthat could be inplenmented by the
Government in Mal aysia had al ready been inpl enent ed.

He al so said that Islamc |aws (syariah) were enforced in the country
whil e not neglecting the fact that non-Mislins were also part of the
popul ace as justice was the main factor in the inplenentation of Islamc
I aws.

Dr Mahathir expl ained that the syariah [aw could only be fully
i npl enented in an environnment where 100 per cent of the popul ati on were of
the Islamc faith.

"Those who reject the views of the majority of Miuslinms in this country,
who wi sh to divide Muslins and create chaos, have no right to question
whet her Mal aysia is an Islamc country or otherw se.

"This minority group has no mandate to determ ne whether this country is
Islamic or not," he said, stressing that recognition fromgroups with
vested interests, particularly those who ridicule Islamc teachings by



claimng that Allah was the biggest gangster, was not inportant.

At the dialogue session later, Dr Mahathir was posed with several
guestions pertaining to the irresponsible acts of twi sting the teachings
of Islamand the declaration of Ml aysia as an Islanic nation

Responding to a question froman opposition party | eader who
participated in the semnar, Dr Mahathir said that the Reid Conm ssion
whi ch drew up the Federal Constitution did not state that this was an
I slami ¢ nation because the Conmi ssion had no idea, at that time, what such
a nation constituted.

"I don't know how much they (Reid Comm ssion) know about the true
meani ng of an Islamc nation. Al they knew at that point of time was that
a multi-racial, multi-religious society could only exist in a secul ar
state.

"They only knew of the nation-state concept, but if you |look at history,
at the Islamic Enpire, there were many regi ons where the non-Mislins |ived
toget her and even contributed effectively to the adm nistration of these
regions,"” he said, adding that this was still prevalent in many Islamc
countries including Iraq.

"Iraq is recogni sed the world over as an Islamc nation and now they are
bei ng targeted because they are an Islanmic nation, (lraqi Deputy Prinme
M nister) Tareq Aziz is a Christian but there is no problemin that
because Irag is still recognised as an Islamc nation."

Dr Mahathir reiterated that Mal aysia is recognised the world over as a
nodel Islamc nation and not as a nodel of a secular state.
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