12/ 07/ 2002

Editor's note

SINCE the 1980s at the cajoling and influence of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, Pul au Langkawi has never | ooked back as a prine

Mal aysi an touri smdestination. The superstitious say Langkawi 's prosperity
was only possible with the "expiry" of Mhsuri's curse. Perhaps the
fortuitious confluence of the two forces has enabled this chain of islands
of f the northwest coast of the peninsula to awaken fromits deep economc
and devel oprment slunber. Today we see the directly opposite effect.

Al though the main island is no |l onger lacking in hotels, resorts, parks,
shoppi ng conpl exes and all kinds of anenities, many tourism operators
still see fit to cone up with new devel opments, the latest of which is M
Land's spraw i ng Langkawi Resort Lagoon by the Andaman Sea. The nore the
merrier, so they say. And why not if it adds to Langkawi's pulling power
for even the nost attractive destination anywhere cannot afford to stand
still and negl ect expansion, inprovenment and enhancenent of its
attractions given the stiff conpetition these days for the |eisure
seeker's tine and noney. Langkawi Resort Lagoon's rationale of adding
spice to the resort sector nakes sense for both the devel oper and the
island. There is an interesting twist to this devel opnment. Those fortunate
enough to have a couple of mllion Ringgit to spare, for instance, can
actually own an at-sea bungal ow outright. Tal k about extending the choice
for vacati oners!

The backwater town of Gik, in the deep interiors of Perak, also get our
attention this week. Gik's destiny has nore recently becone intertw ned
wi th the picturesque East-Wst H ghway which offers a scenic |ink across
northern Peninsul ar Malaysia. This is a wel comed change i ndeed,
considering that not too | ong ago, a posting to the town woul d have been
met with apprehensi on because of the conmunist threat. And just two years
ago the unfortunate Sauk incident involving an arns heist by religious
extrem sts occurred in the vicinity. After all the excitement, Gik
deserves to return to its sleepy status but perhaps with nore than a
trickle of visitors deign to explore the town. Gik hopes to nake this
detour as interesting as possible.
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