20/ 06/ 2002

Education and religion take centre stage

EDUCATI ON and religious issues took centre stage at this year's Puteri
Umo convention as all the three representatives who presented their
wor ki ng papers and anot her ni ne who debated them touched on these issues.

The nmovenent's information chief, Bibi Sharliza Mhd Khalid, in her
paper, Puteri Umo's Direction Towards the d obalisation Era said that
menbers of the new wi ng nmust equip thensel ves with knowl edge so that they
could help the Governnment to inprove the standard of education anong the
peopl e.

"I'n our country, the love and quest for know edge is still |ow,
especi al ly anong the Ml ays.

"W have to keep in nmnd that the people who do not have the know edge
will be left behind in the globalisation era.™

Federal Territory Puteri Umo chief Azlinda Mohd Rashad who debated the
paper said that the novement nenbers nust anal yse carefully all the new
education policies being inplenented by the Government and find ways to
hel p t he peopl e understand and adapt thensel ves with the new changes.

She said Puteri Umo supported the nove to introduce English as a nmedi um
of instruction for Mathematics and Sci ence subjects at all levels as it
could help inprove the standard of English anmong Mal aysi an students.

Pahang pro-tem chi ef Shahani za Shansuddin, in her paper, The Hi story of
Umo Struggle: Continued Survival of a Race, said that proficiency in
English should be nade as one of the criteria for the selection to enter
public and private institutions of higher I|earning.

Kedah representative Zuraini Kamal who debated the paper said that the
Puteri nenbers nust help students in rural areas to excell in their
st udi es.

Asi ah Ayob of Johor Puteri Umo said that other States should enul ate
t he Johor CGovernnent's effort to ensure that every Mislim student enters
sekol ah agana rakyat (peoples religious school) fromthe primary |evel.

Meanwhi | e, Terengganu Puteri Umo pro-tem chief Nordiana Shafie in her
paper, The Roles of Young Muslim Wnen in Politics fromthe Perspective of
I sl am argued that Islamhad never restricted wonen from being involved in
politics or acquiring know edge.

She said the history of Islamal so showed that wonmen had pl ayed
important roles in politics and devel opnent of the unmah.

Perlis representative Marzita Mansor in debating the paper said that
Musl i m worren in Mal aysia could now help others as they had al ready put
t hensel ves in respected positions.

Mal acca representative Mas El myati Shansuddin said there was nothing in
the Quran which prohibited worren frompolitics.

Therefore, she said Puteri Umo nenbers nust help party president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad cl ear the m sconceptions on |Islamdeliberately
propagat ed by the Qpposition, especially Pas.
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