20/ 12/ 2002
Education Mnistry is sports un-friendly

S. Sel vam

THE National Sports Policy provides for it, but as far as Ml aysian
Associ ation for Physical Education, Sports Science and Fitness (PPJSKM
president Leonard de Vries is concerned, the Mnistry of Education (MOJE)
is not providing adequate tine for sports in schools.

And de Vries is appealing to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t o enphasi se the inportance of Physical Education in primry and
secondary school s by increasing the nunber of periods per week.

"In reviewing and trying to re-invent the schools system PPJSKM hopes
that our Prime Mnister will not forget the subject called Physica
Education," said de Vries yesterday.

"The Mnistry of Education is not providing adequate tinme for PE and
sports in schools, and as such, we would like to call upon Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad to be the first Asian |eader with the insight, w sdom and
under st andi ng by providing four to five periods a week for PE, and not one
or two periods."

The National Sports Policy on Strategy and | npl enentati on states that
the MOE will provide adequate tine for physical education for all pupils
as well as develop and coordinate sports activities in schools including
t he devel opnent of | eadership qualities in sport and physical education
wi th the cooperation and assistance of the Mnistry of Youth and Sports,
the National Sports Council, and the National Sports Associ ations.

But this, according to de Vries is not happening in schools today.

"Sports activities are no |onger what they used to be in schools. In
fact, in sone schools, it is virtually non-existent," he said.

"Approxi mately 4,000 hours are given for cognitive subjects and only 150
hours for PE on the present five-year secondary school curriculum”

VWich is why the association has also called for a review of the
Nati onal Sports Policy to stay current and relevant to sports today.

And with the advent of conputer information and technology, it is
increasingly difficult to attract students to take up sports.

"Mal aysia strives to win at international sport, and this depends
greatly on the foundations of providing basic skills in specific sports
and sports fitness," added de Vries.

"And these can only be achi eved through sound PE and sport progranmmes in
school s. "
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