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PULAU Tl OMAN: According to |l ocal fol klore, the enchanting Pul au Ti oman,
reputed to be among the world's ten nost beautiful islands, was created by
a nystical giant femal e serpent which slithered out of her lair in Tasik
Chini in Pahang and plunged into the Sout h Chi na Sea.

And as for its nane, atale has it that it came froman i sl ander's pet
Mynah bird ("Burung Tiong" in Bahasa Mal aysi a). Ti oman-born Junmaat Ahnad,
76, said many years ago a traveller asked a vill ager the name of his pet
bird and he responded "Ti ong Man" whi ch neans "ny Tiong" as it i s conmobn
for the islanders to refer to thensel ves as "man" (ne).

What ever the tales, Pulau Tionman was an inportant port of call in the
ol d days for Chinese and Thai seafarers, seeking trade with | ocal s or
taki ng refuge fromragi ng storns.

Today, the island has been transforned into a top regi onal tourist
draw, receiving sonme 200,000 visitors in the year 2000.

The figure is expected to increase many fol ds when Pul au Ti oman,
| ocated of f the Pahang coast near the Johor waters, is gazetted as a
duty-free island

The proposal to convert the scenic island into a duty-free haven was
announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad recently.

If it turnsintoareality, then Pulau Tionman will beconme Mal aysia's
third duty-free island, after Labuan and Langkaw .

Rl VALRY TO BATAM DAN BI NTAN

To the islanders, the nove woul d enabl e Pul au Ti onan to conpet e agai nst
| eadi ng | ndonesi an tourismresorts |i ke Pul au Batamand Bi nt an whi ch have
been favourites anong Si ngapor eans.

They al so say nore tourists woul d nean nore noney for the islanders,
hence boosting the island s socio-econonic growth. To them the duty-free
status will transformTioman, renowned for its exotic flora and fauna, into
a shoppi ng haven for both |l ocals and foreigners alike

Fi sherman Ismail Awang Ngah, 60, is confident that nore visitors would

provi de nore business for the islanders, |ike enabling the fishernmento
oper at e gui ded escapades for anglers as well boats and buses for
si ght seers

"However, basic infrastructures |ike roads shoul d be provided first for
t he conveni ence of the villagers and tourists alike," he said.

Pul au Ti oman currently has a single road, a mere 2.5kmlinking the
Berjaya Hotel to Tekek and the Marine Park. Half the I ength i s made of
concrete and passable only to a single vehicle at a tine.

"A network of roads which link all the nmajor spots on the island and
ot her basic anmenities need to be provided for the expected arrival of nore
tourists," he said.

SEA ROUTES AND JUNGLE TRACKS

At the nonment, villagers in Tekek can reach Sal ang, Mikut, Juara and
ot her areas using sea routes or jungle trails.

I smail and nmost of the villagers would admit that road work on Pul au
Ti oman woul d be difficult as sone 80 percent of the 13,360-hectare island
is either hills or ravines.

The tough terrain has prevented the setting up of other facilities like
a busi ness conpl ex. This problemis further conpounded by the fact that the



available flat terrain which is owed by villagers had been devel oped with
hotel s and chal ets.

Pahang Executive Councillor for Culture, Arts, Tourismand Wrmen
Affairs Maznah Mazl an said all devel opment to be i npl emented on Pul au
Ti oman woul d adhere to the structural plan drawn out by the Ti onan
Devel oprment Aut hority (TDA)

"This plan, drawn up in 1996, has classified the island into three
cat egori es which are the devel opnent, |imted devel opment and
devel opnent-free zones," she said.

The devel opnment zone covers only 1, 202 hectares, while that desi gnated
for limted devel opment is 1,470 hectares. The remaini ng sl opes and
hi ghl ands, whi ch covers 10, 688 hectares, wi |l remai n untouched.

TDA | NFRASTRUCTURE PLANS

Anong the infrastructures being planned by the TDA are a 45km | ong road
linking all villages on the island, a RV6-m | lion business centre in
Kanmpung Tekek and 200 houses for the rel ocation of villagers squatting on
gover nment - owned | and and those living in "runah rakit" or raft dwellings.

The state governnent is trying to obtain a federal grant for the
construction of cargo jetties in Kanpung Tekek and Tanj ung Genuk to
facilitate cargo nmovenent between the two | ocations.

However, sone ot her islanders have their reservati ons over the
duty-free proposal, saying that they are still in the dark over the
concept .

Chal et operat or Baharom Abdul | ah, 38, said before inplenenting the
proposal , the Pahang government nust gi ve an assurance t hat any devel opnent
on the island woul d not disturb Pulau Tioman's eco-systemand its soci al
nor s.

He clai med that some of the islanders do not even know about the
proposal , saying that they shoul d have been anong the first to be i nfornmed
of the nove to dispel any fears and confusi on which m ght crop out |ater.

"They want to know whet her the proposal will bring thembenefits or is
it away of providing outsiders the opportunities to reap profits under the
gui se of devel opnment ?" he asked

VI LLAGERS' | NTEREST

To these doubts, Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob has gi ven
an assurance that each of the devel opment projects to be inplenented on
Pul au Ti oman woul d take i nt o account the interest of the islanders apart
fromconserving the island' s natural beauty.

Whi | e urging Tioman residents to support the government's devel opnent
pl ans, Adnan advi sed themnot to be easily "blinded" by attractive offers
fromoutsiders, who are actually after their prem ses or | and.

The price of |and, which previously fetches some RML50, 000 per acre
(0.4 hectare) can now easily reach RVb0O0, 000.

Despite the government's freeze on | and deal s on Pul au Ti onan si nce
1998, there are reports that sone residents had already sold their land to
certain parties w thout changi ng the ownership titles.

But chal et operator Nazri Abdul Karimis different. Oaning sonme 30
acres (12 hectares) of land on the island, he had managed to convi nce his
children not to be tenpted by the lucrative offers fromland buyers.

Hi s son, Mohd Sabri, 35, believes that his father is right about the
| and and said that he woul d nake sure that the ownership of his father's
| and stays within his famly.

"Even though the offers can turn us into instant mllionaires,
accepting themis neaningless as we will lose the heritage | eft by our
forefathers and where will our descendants stay in tine to cone?" he asked.
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