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RVbm ear mar ked to devel op free trade zone

Mari na Enmanuel

| NFRASTRUCTURE, cl eanliness, and security upgrades totalling over RVb
mllion have been earmarked for the country's ol dest free trade zone at
Bayan Lepas, Penang, as part of its efforts in nmaking Malaysia's silicon
island the preferred investnent site for the electrical and el ectronics
sector.

Federal governnent funding totalling RMB million will soon ensure fl oods
in the industrial park are a thing of the past, with work carried out to
diversify drain water fromvarious factories into Sungai Kel uang, which
flows through the area.

The Penang I sl and Minici pal Council has also earnmarked RV2.3 million
this year to carry out projects ranging frominproving signages, roadside
kerbs, street lighting and rel ocati on of hawkers in four phases of the
i ndustrial park.

A police base will be set up in Phase 4 of the FIZ to beef up security
for the area.

"The upgrade in facilities and infrastructure is neant to serve as a
pull -factor in drawi ng new i nvest nents and encouragi ng re-investnents
during this period where the el ectronics sector is undergoing a downturn,"
chairman of the Penang Island Industrial Park Taskforce Dr Teng Hock Nan
told reporters at a briefing held at the Penang Devel opnent Corp
yest er day.

Hai l i ng the announcenent to consolidate and inprove infrastructure at
the park, the Free Industrial Zone Penang Conpani es' Assocation (Frepenca)
has described the establishnment of the taskforce as "tinmely".

Wth over 100,000 Penang residents hired at the park, the association's
secretary, Danny Goon, stressed the need to be "on guard" in protecting
the state's future by ensuring investors were happy to re-invest in
Penang.

Frepenca's menbership represents sone 60 conpanies in Penang, the
majority of which are el ectronics-based.

For over three decades, Penang has served as an of fshore base to high-
technol ogy giants |ike Advanced M cro Devices Products Sdn Bhd, Agil ent
Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd, Clarion (M Sdn Bhd, Fairchild Sem conductor Sdn
Bhd, Hitachi Sem conductor (M Sdn Bhd, Intel Ml aysia Sdn Bhd, Osram Opto
Sem conductor (M Sdn Bhd and Robert Bosch (M Sdn Bhd.

Penang's electrical and electronics sector is set to celebrate 30 years
of success in Ml aysia on August 27. Programes l|ined up include a half-
day semnar thenmed "Growing with Penang”, a state recognition [unch with
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, and a di nner hosted by the
ei ght pioneer conpanies in Penang to recogni se their |ong-serving
enpl oyees.

Meanwhil e, Dr Teng al so said the Minicipal Council and Frepenca woul d
work closely to devise next year's budget so that continuous efforts are
in place to ensure the industrial park was up to international standards.
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