13/ 10/ 2002
Excuse ne ¥ PM what's your view on this?

Intan Maizura

ITI1S obvious the lady is rushing for time. Wien | finally get to neet
Lorrai ne Hahn, she | ooked a tad flushed al beit serenely poised
nonet hel ess.

| amtold that she will be flying off to Hong Kong straight after our
tete-a-tete. | have been given just an hour with one of Asia's nost
popul ar TV anchors and the host and face of CNN s "Tal kAsi a".

It's been a whirlwind three days for this pleasantly charmng |ady -
nmeetings, neetings and nore neetings. But there is one thing she's
bursting to tell.

Eyes dancing with excitement, she lets out that she had just conpleted
an exclusive with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and this is the reason
for her visit to Ml aysi a.

"I have interviewed the PMthree tines before this but this particular
session was a bit special," she said.

"It's the first time he has spoken to an international media since his
resi gnati on announcenent and this tine around, it felt a bit harder as it
could possibly be the last tinme |I'm speaking to himas the Prine
M ni ster."”

Aware that Dr Mahathir has been known for his hard stance agai nst sone
of the Western nedia, Lorraine was thrilled that he agreed to talk to her
for CNN s Tal kAsi a.

"This special for Tal kAsia will show Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir as a very
open and forthcom ng man. W tal ked about many things," she said.

"He spoke at |ength about his parents, growi ng up during the Japanese
occupation right down to his “goreng pisang' selling days!

"Dr Mahathir also tal ked about that fateful Umo General Assenbly where
he broke down in tears after declaring his resignation as PMand the Umo
president - he was quite forthcom ng."

Wth admiration, Lorraine continued: "You know, when asked what he felt
his greatest achi evenent was, he did not hesitate to reply. He felt and
still feels proud that he has been able to bal ance and unite the multi-
raci al society in Ml aysia quite effectively".

According to Lorraine, the PMis just |ike any other human being, wth
enot i ons.

"This interview that will be aired on CNN s Tal kAsia on Astro will
really reveal the Man behind the Statesman.”

Did she have to exercise any self-censorship with her questioning, | was
dyi ng to know. Looking thoughtful, she replied:

"Not really but in general | do sonetines when | need to or when
something is quite sensitive. | would ask nyself whether the question is
relevant or can | do without it. Mre inportantly, | try and think about

how t he person woul d react".
Lorraine is not the sort to shy away from hard questions but as she put

it: "l wouldn't be aggressive, it's just not nmy style. | don't feel the
need to go for the jugular. My Tal kAsia doesn't aimto put people in the
hot spot - | just want to find out things about people".

As she calmy concluded: "Gone are the days when I want to break news.
The npbst inportant thing nowis to have ny guests feel at ease and talk to
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