26 MAY 2002

DR MAHATHI R ACCEPTS | NVI TATI ON TO MEET THE PCPE

PUTRAJAYA, May 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d today that he has agreed to accept the invitation to neet Pope
John Paul Il at the Vatican next nonth.

"l accept...we'll endorse (the decision) when t he Cabi net neets," he
told reporters after attendi ng the weddi ng of the daughter of his
ai de-de-canp, Fazilah Lazim at Precinct 9, here.

Dr Mahathir is expected to neet the head of the Roman Catholic Church
at the Vatican in conjunctionwith his visit to Switzerland and Luxenbourg
fromJune 9 to 12.

The prinme mnister was earlier reported by Reuters to have been invited
to the Vatican by the Pope and he has said that he would i nformthe Cabinet
of the natter.

Various parties have wel coned the neeting to be hel d between hi mand
the Pope as it will enhance rel ati ons between Mislinms and Roman Cat hol i cs
at the national and international |evel.
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