30 MAY 2002
BUDCET- DI ALOGUES
SPECI AL 2003 BUDGET DI ALOGUE FOR MENTERI S BESAR, CH EF M NI STERS

PUTRAJAYA, May 30 (Bernama) -- The Finance Mnistry will hold a speci al
di al ogue session for Menteris Besar, Chief Mnisters and governnent
backbenchers to obtain inputs for the fornul ati on of policies and
strategies in the 2003 Budget," said Prine M nister-cumFinance M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad t oday.

Al'l inputs would be evaluated and, if found to be suitable, would be
used as the basis for fornulating strategies in the 2003 Budget to be
tabl ed in Septenber, he said at a pre-Budget dial ogue session here.

Usual | y the pre-Budget di al ogues woul d cover three sessions with the
rel evant ministries, econonic sectors, industry associations and soci al
organi sations to di scuss nacro-econoni c devel opnent and soci al issues.

But a fourth session will be held this year with Menteris Besar, Chief
M ni sters and Menbers of Parlianent.

Meanwhi | e, the Deputy President of the Ml ay Chanbers of Commerce
Mal aysi a (DPMM), Datuk Syed Amin Al Jeffri, hoped that the governnment woul d
give attention to incentives to devel op the services i ndustry.

He said this was in viewof the fact that the services i ndustry would
play a major role in the future in the nation's econony. -- BERNAVA
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