26 AUG 2002
Ar shad- | SA
MALAYSI AN ENVOY DEFENDS MALAYSI A'S SECURI TY LAWS

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- The Ml aysi an H gh Conmi ssioner to
Australia, Mhamed Arshad Hussai n def ended Mal aysia's Internal Security Act
(I'SA) when addressing a distinguished gathering of business |eaders and
pr of essi onal s here.

Arshad said that the | SA was introduced by the British to fight
communi st terrorists in Ml aysia. "W now have different shades of
terrorism both donmestic and international, and we need these | aws nore
t han ever before," he said.

"Mbst Mal aysians greatly val ue public order and cherish peace, security
and econoni ¢ progress.

"W need tough laws to maintain internal security, peace and harnony.
Sone of these | aws nmay appear draconian to foreigners, but nost Ml aysi ans
accept themas essential for |aw and order.

"After the Sept 11 attacks (in the US), these tough | aws do not appear
to be too tough. Preventive detention is not seen as too bad a thing after
all."

The Australian Governnent is planning to introduce a Bill in Parlianent
to give Australia's national intelligence body, the Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation (ASIO, simlar laws as Malaysia's | SA

Arshad, who was making his first official visit to the State of
Victoria, said Australians, particularly the nmedia and human ri ghts groups,
were often inclined to question Malaysia's denpcratic process and its
approach to personal freedomsinply because they were not identical to
West ern nor ns.

"I't should be noted that these differences do not nmake Mal aysia | ess
denocratic than others," he said.

Arshad assured the Australians that it would be business as usual when
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad retires | ater next year. "Dr
Mahathir will put everything in place, including his successor, for the
snoot h running of the country. W have nothing to worry about,"” he said.

Arshad, who was acconpanied by his wife, Tunku Suria Tunku Ismail, paid
a courtesy call on Victorian Governor John Landy and the popul ar Prem er
Steve Bracks. He also visited universities here, addressed the
Austral i a- Mal aysi a Busi ness Council and called at Dewan Mal aysi a where he
had di nner with Ml aysi an st udents.
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