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Tour nanent nust reflect anbition

Vi jesh Rai
AM DST a backdrop of the Commonweal th Games, the Ml aysia Cup kicks off
today and it will, definitely, be robbed of sone of its glanpur as the

nation awaits to see what the national athletes achieve in Manchester.

But this, despite continued clains of nediocrity and falling
attendances, is a tinme of hope for soccer, which remains the nunber one
sport in the country.

Even Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has expressed a wi sh
to see the ganme regaining the lofty heights it used to occupy before.

A firmbeliever in the “~Mlaysia Boleh' spirit, Dr Mihathir nust
obviously feel that if South Korea and Japan, who used to fear the
nati onal team before, can nmake an inpact on the world stage, so can
Mal aysi a.

So help, as Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussein said in
Manchester, is on the way as nore Governnment agencies get involved in
hel ping stinmulate the gane at the grassroots.

The much-mal i gned FA of Malaysia will accept the assistance gratefully
for it has, to its credit, been trying hard to arrest the decline.

The success may have only been marginal thus far but progress, the
silver medal in |last year's Kuala Lunpur Sea Ganes being an indication, is
slowy but surely being nade.

But for the gane to really explode, there has to sonmething to prod the
i magi nati on of the fans, especially the younger generation.

Mal aysi @' s chance nmight cone in the Busan Asian Ganmes, that is if the
team are all owed to conpete, when they play South Korea.

But the gane needs sonething closer to hone and the historical Malaysia
Cup is the one that can help revive soccer.

Rei gni ng chanpi ons Ter engganu brought sone |ost lustre back into the
conpetition with their triunph | ast season and it was a victory achieved
on hard work and conmi t nent.

Unfortunately, this is a trait that is still foreign to both players and
teamofficials alike as the mgjority don't seemto realise that if they
don't have the right attitude, it is the gane that will suffer in the |ong
run.

One nmmj or reason why soccer is in a rut is because greed got the better
of some prom sing players and this led to the bribery crackdown of 1994-
95.

The national teamis only now showi ng signs of revival but even then,
too few quality players are conming through the ranks and this will further
sl ow down the progress.

The majority, sadly, are content with the salaries they earn with their
teans and there isn't nuch belief in self-inprovenent.

They are aided by officials only | ooking for short-termresults and this
further conpounds the problem

And this has to change for the soccer fraternity has to show that it
genuinely wants to raise the standard of the gane and it has to start with
t he Mal aysi a Cup.

O herwi se, there is no point in of-fering the sport any hel p.
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