22/ 09/ 2002
Target for squad is to regain respect

Vi jesh Rai

CONCERN has been expressed by no less than Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and this goes to show how inportant it is for the

nati onal soccer teamto performwell in the Asian Ganes.

Coach Al'lan Harris nanmed his 20-strong squad yesterday and as manager
Datuk Seri Dr lIbrahim Saad said it, the players are the best Ml aysia has
at this noment and they have to prove their worth in Busan

As expected, senior team skipper Ahmad Shahrul Azhar was one of the
three over-aged players Harris chose for the under-23 conpetition. Striker
Khal id Jam us and keeper Azmin Azram Aziz are the others who got the nod.

Harris al so included under-23 skipper Hairuddin Omar, whose place was in
doubt followi ng an injury, but the Englishman wants the best avail able
pl ayers and the teamcan certainly do with the conbative Hairuddin.

"Ahmad Shahrul has done well for the teamin the past and | will again
depend on himto | ead the boys," said Harris.

That Khalid, whose German stint was cut short by injury, was al so
i ncl uded was no surprise either

"Khalid has proven hinself to be anong the best strikers in the country
at this nmoment. Azmin continues to inpress ne in the goal keepi ng
departnment. | amalso glad that Hairuddin is back at his best."

The four, along with striker Akmal Rizal Rakhli, are the core of the
teamand they will have to be at their best as Malaysia are in a tough
G oup A with Oman, Ml dives and hosts South Korea.

And respect is what the teamw |l be out to regain in the Asian Ganes,
especi ally as soccer's prol onged nediocrity has everybody, including the
Prime Mnister, worried.

| brahi m asked the players to be conmtted to their cause so as to
i nprove public confidence in the team

"They must believe in thenselves. Currently, they are the best 20
pl ayers in the country and they nmust try to live up to that expectation in
Busan, especially since football is the focus of the nation at this
nmonent,"” said Ibrahim who is also a FA of Mal aysia vice president
yest er day.

Dr Mahat hir had, when presenting the Budget on Friday, conmented on how
Mal aysi an soccer, which at one tine tanmed Korea and Japan, was now in a
rut.

| brahi m sai d Mal aysia should | earn fromthe Korean team which qualified
for the Wrld Cup sem finals

"The players must not be cowed by their opponents' reputation. The nost
important thing is that the players nust continue to believe in their
ability and strive to give the best in all the matches,"” said |Ibrahim

Mal aysi a open their canpai gn agai nst QOran on Sept 27. They play Oman on
Sept 30 and Korea on Cct 3.

THE SQUAD - Goal keepers: Azmin Azram Aziz, Syamsuri Mustafa; defenders:
Redzuan Radzy, Khaironi ssam Sahabuddi n, N zam Jami |, Norhafiz Zaman
M sbah, Syaiful Sabtu, Irwan Fadzli Idrus; Mdfielders: Juzaili Sam on
Ahmad Shahrul Azhar, Indra Putra Mahayuddin, Subri Sul ong, Shukor Adan
Fadzli Shaari, Hairuddin Ormar; Forwards: Akmal Rizal Rakhli, Khalid
Jam us, Rushani zam I drus, Eddy Hel m Manan, Zai ni zam Marj an.
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