30/ 10/ 2002

EC to consider jurisdiction of |ocal authorities

| POH, Tues. - The Election Conm ssion will consider a proposal that the
jurisdiction of |ocal authorities be taken into account when delineating
consti tuenci es.

El ecti on Comm ssion secretary Datuk Wan Ahmad Wan Orar said the
Conmmi si on woul d seek to find "m ddl e ground” as the proposal, while
difficult to inplement, had valid points.

The suggestion was raised during a local inquiry here today, when
appel I ants voi ced concern that State Assenbl ymen woul d be | ess effective
in providing services to the people when required to run around to |iase
with several local authorities.

Wan Ahmad said public services, such as road nmai ntenance, drainage and
gar bage collection were the responsibilities of local authorities.

"State Assenbl ymen and MPs shoul d concentrate on bringing devel opment to
the area, such as setting up new schools and nosques," he said.

Today's inquiry was chaired by EC chairman Datuk Wra Abdul Rashid Abdu
Rahman in the presence of his deputy Datuk Abdullah Zawawi Mhanmed and
five other conm ssioners.

The 100-odd appellants were | ed by Abdul Rahman Said Alli who is Perak
Consumers Associ ati on president.

The EC, on a two-nonth tour since Cct 1 to collect feedback on the
redel i neation exercise, is expected to display the new maps of
constituencies for the second tinme in January.

Wan Ahmad said this would be followed by a report to Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and the Cabi net, adding that the new
consti tuency boundaries would be ready to be debated in the March- My
parliamentary session.

He sai d feedback from Mal acca, Sabah, Johor and Perak on the exercise
showed that nost conplaints were about the relocation of polling
districts, while sonme objected to the nanes of the new constituencies.

In today's inquiry, Rahman objected to the creation of Sinpang Pul ai
state seat and appeal ed that the constituency boundaries of Rapat Setia
and Tej a be maintai ned.

"The creation of the third state seat would not ease the workl oad of
State Assenbl ynen because of the overlapping jurisdiction of |oca
authorities.

"For exanple, the future Teja State assenbl yman woul d have to deal with
I poh city council, Kinta Selatan district council branches in Kanpar and
Batu Gaj ah," he said.

Currently, the EC proposes to create one new parlianentary seat and
seven nore State seats in Perak

Wan Ahmad said the redelineation exerci se was based on bal anci ng the
nunber of voters, keeping villages, towns and cities frombeing split into
separate constituenci es and keeping constituencies within the sanme
district administration as far as possible.
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