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15, 000 TO WALK THEI R WAY | NTO MALAYSI A BOOK OF RECORDS

MELAKA, Aug 25 (Bernama) -- Atotal of 15,000 people are pooling their
efforts to walk non-stop for 560kmin 118 hours, a feat which will earn
thema place in the Ml aysi a Book of Records.

The first group of about 1,000 participants was fl agged of f by Mel aka
Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustamin front of the | ndependence
Decl aration Menorial in Bandar Hilir here at lamtoday.

Along the route in Mel aka, Negeri Senbilan and Sel angor, groups of
about 200 peopl e each will continue the challenge until the journey ends in
the federal administrative capital of Putrajaya.

The non-stop i ndependence group wal ki ng event is organi sed by the
National Civics Bureau in the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

It is themed "On the Ruins of Melaka Fort We Built Putrajaya", after a
poemof the sane title witten by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

The event's nedia officer, Saiful Bahar Mohd Arshad, said the final
bat ch of wal kers was expected to reach Dataran Putra in Putrajaya at 10pm
on Aug 29.

At the flag-off, Mal aysi a Book of Records assi stant general nanager
Irene Liong witnessed the signing of acertificate to endorse the record
bi d.

Sai ful Bahar said the participants woul d be greeted by Dr Mahat hir on
arrival at Dataran Putra.

The i ndependence wal k had been held in various states since Aug 12
before the participants gathered here | ast night to enbark on the wal k from
Mel aka to Putraj aya.

In his speech, Mohd Ali said the younger generation should | earn from
the country's history so that m stakes of the past woul d not be repeat ed.

"Because of greed, the craze for power and m sunder st andi ngs...the
strong Malay enpire that dom nated trade in the Sout heast Asian region with
84 spoken | anguages fell into the hands of the Portuguese who had only
several small ships," he said.

Present at the cerenmony was Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri
Sanmsudi n Gsman, who is chairman of the | ndependence Journey 2002 Mai n
Conmittee.
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