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Mahat hi r - Cer enony
DR MAHATHI R ACCORDED STATE WELCOVE | N LUXEMBOURG

By: Mohd Fi sol Jaafar

LUXEMBOURG, June 12 (Bernana) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad was
today accorded a state wel cone in conjunction with his two-day official
visit to Luxenbourg, the first by a Mal aysian Prine Mnister.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned
Ali, arrived here | ast night fromGeneva, where he concl uded hi s three-day
official visit o Switzerland.

The wel com ng cerenony was hel d at the C airefontaine Square in the
bright, cool Luxenbourg Gty sumer norning. Awaiting to receive hi mwas
hi s Luxenbour gi sh counterpart Jean C aude Juncker.

After inspecting a mlitary guard of honour, both | eaders introduced
nmenbers of their respective del egati ons.

Al so acconpanying the Prime M nister are Transport M ni ster Datuk Seri
Dr Lingiong Sik, International Trade and | ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri
Rafi dah Azi z and Bank Negara Mal aysi a Governor Tan Sri Zeti Akhtar Aziz.

A Mal aysi an busi ness del egation is | ed by Arab- Ml aysi an Banki ng G oup
chairman Tan Sri Azman Hashi m

Fromd airefontaine Square in the old quarters of Luxenbourg, Dr
Mahat hir took a three-mnute wal k to the Grand Ducal Pal ace where he had a
30-m nut e audi ence wi th Luxenbourg nmonarch, G and Duke Henri .

The Prime M nister | ater adjourned to Luxenbourg Parliament nearby
where he was nmet by the President of Parlianent Jean Spautz and was
i ntroduced to nmenbers of Luxenbourg Committee for Foreign and European
Affairs for Defence.

Thi s afternoon, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to attend a | uncheon hosted by
M ni ster of Econony and Transport Henri Grethen and | ater deliver a keynote
address at a meeting and di al ogue session with Luxenbourgi sh busi ness
fraternity.

Late this afternoon, he will have a bilateral neeting with Prine
M ni ster Juncker before both | eaders join the del egati ons' neeting at
Castl e of Senningen.

After visiting the Museumof History of the Gty of Luxenbourg, Dr
Mahathir will attend an official dinner hosted by Juncker at Castl e of
Senni ngen.

Located within the heart of Europe, the G and Duchy of Luxenbourg forns
an entity, which through the centuries has been able to maintainits
uni queness.

Its enterprising popul ati on of 44,000 has turned the nation froman
agricul tural backwater into a nodern econoni c success story over the past
century and a half.

Luxenbourg is a prosperous and highly industrialised nationwith a
dynam ¢ and thriving iron-steel, financial and high-tech know how sectors.

Its governnent conprises a 12-nenber Council of Mnisters |led by the
Prime Mnister and a 21-nenber Council of State appointed by the G and
Duke, who advi ses hi mon proposed | egi sl ation.
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