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DON T BELI TTLE STRUGGLE OF LEADERS, SAYS VETERAN JOURNALI ST

PETALI NG JAYA, Aug 25 (Bernanma) -- Veteran journalist Tan Sri Abdu
Sanmad | smail sai d nany anong the country's younger generation are
"politically illiterate" so nuch so that they fail to appreciate the
struggl es of the country's | eaders.

He said those born after independence were generally a panpered | ot who
di d not know the neani ng of struggle and took things for granted.

"They don't struggle, so the neaning of struggle is lost on them They
know (when t hey were born) the country has al ready achi eved i ndependence,
the policies are already in place. Like Malay traders...want to do busi ness
t hey ask for | oans, subsidies, projects. If they don't get, they criticise
t he government.

"They have political awareness. In other words, they take an interest
i n what i s happeni ng around them about the struggle of (Prinme M nister)
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad but they are politically illiterate," he
told Bernana in an interview

The veteran journalist, better known as Pak Sanad, sai d because of this
t he younger generati on had becone cyni cal and tended not to appreciate
what ever was done for themby the | eaders.

He said the independence bei ng enjoyed now was the fruit of sacrifice
and struggles, especially inthe field of econonmi ¢ devel opnent.

"Previously the British only gave us i ndependence, but the econony,
rubber estates and tin mines still belonged to them" he said.

Pak Samad, 74, hoped that in conjunction with the 45th National Day
cel ebrations, the younger generati on woul d change its attitude and be nore
appreci ative of the sacrifices nade by the present and past | eaders.

Recal ling the country's struggle for independence, Pak Samad, who
becane a journalist at age 16, said the chall enge then was not only to
fight the colonisers but al so to convince the people that they were capabl e
of freeing thensel ves fromcol onialism

“Actual ly, our problemwas not only in facing the white people but also
to deal with the Mal ays who did not believe that Mal ays coul d becone
i ndependent, " he sai d.

He said that was where the handful of Mal ay newspapers and journalists
had played a role in the country's fight for independence by making the
Mal ays believe in their own capabilities.
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