01/ 12/ 2002

PM WMl ays must not sell their |and

LANGKAW, Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
advi sed Malay | and owners not to sell their land as it woul d hanper the
Governnment's efforts to hel p Bum puteras to devel op their hol di ngs

i ncluding those in the Mal ay Reserve category.

"Pl ease do not sell all your land because it will cause difficulties
|ater (to develop Malay land)," Dr Mahathir said before breaking fast with
| ocal residents at the Kanpung Yooi nobsque here.

The Prime Mnister, who was acconpani ed by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, nakes it a point to break fast at various nobsques in Langkaw
each year during the fasting nonth.

"Furthernore, Malay Reserve land owners are currently not allowed to
rent their |and; they cannot even lease it," said Dr Mahathir, who was
here today to cap a half-day working visit to the island.

"But now we want to allow the |land to be rented out while the | and
status remains as Mal ay Reserve."

Dr Mahathir was referring to a Cabi net decision on Wdnesday agreeing in
principle to amend the Mal ay Reserve Land Enactnent under the National
Land Code.

The anmendnent is to enable comrerci al devel opnent of idle and under-
utilised | and.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimwas
guot ed as saying the proposed amendnent would allow for joint devel opnent
of 3.7 mllion hectares of Ml ay Reserve Land through smart partnerships
of Mal ays and non- Mal ays.

Mal ay reserve land is currently governed by strict rules that vary in
each State, which in many cases do not allow the land to be rented, |eased
or devel oped by non- Mal ays.

Dr Mahathir said the amendnents woul d not jeopardise Malay interests,
but was part of the Governnent' strategy to help Ml ay | and owners earn
extra incone.

"This will allow us to earn sone extra nmoney, but please don't rent out
all our |and.

"W don't want a situation where there will not be any padi fields |eft
because all our land has been rented.”
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