07/ 03/ 2002
Young Mal aysi ans urged to continue devel opment struggle

Dzul karnain Taib
THE Prime M nister rem nded young Mal aysians not to be carried away by the
i dea of change for the sake of change.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said change can be disruptive to the
nati on's devel opment and warned the youths to be careful not to fall into
the trap of changing.

VWile admtting that the country is not without its own serious
probl enms, such as threats to national unity, inbal ances between races and
signs of extrem sm the Government had adopted various strategies and
policies to resolve these.

"There is no perfect alternative or perfect solution. The alternatives
and sol utions thenselves will soon be condemmed as i npl enentati on shows up
their inperfections.

"Re-engi neer by all neans, shift the paradigns and entertain brilliant
new i deas, but remenber today's much-criticised ideas and policies were
yesterday's perfect ideas," he said at the |launch of the Pronuda Lecture
Series: "Perspectives fromthe Past, Paradigns for the Future”

Dr Mahathir added that the devel opnents achieved to date coul d be
threatened by the lack of struggle on the part of the young generation to
continue the efforts.

"The NEP designed to reduce the inbal ances in econonic devel opnment
bet ween the races has achi eved minimal success, not fromwant of effort on
the part of the Governnment but fromthe tendency to seek the easy way out
on the part of the Bum puteras.

"They have becone totally dependent on the Governnent," he said.

He said that although the Bum puteras had achi eved close to 20 per cent
share of the economic wealth of the country, the Governnment will continue
with its affirmative action to reach the target of 30 per cent.

In his speech, the Prime Mnister also addressed the issue of racial
unity and harnony, which could be threatened by a resurgence of old
di strust and dislike.

"There are now peopl e demandi ng that no efforts be nade to bring people
of different races, especially the younger people, the people of the
future, together," he said

On the call by sone quarters to set up an Islanmic state, Dr Mahathir
poi nted out that Malaysia is already an Islam c nation by virtue of the
fact that Islamis the official religion and the titular heads are al
Musl i ns.

"They are m staken, of course. The mpjority of the Malay Mislins are not
so enanoured with their kind of Islamc state nor are they keen on a
religious rebellion against the Governnent," he said.

During a question and answer session, Dr Mahathir called on the young
generation to insul ate thensel ves agai nst bei ng conpl acent.

"The nmonent you start being conplacent, you start regressing," he said.

He al so said that the Governnent had succeeded in overcoming the adverse
effects of the 1997-98 financial crisis to the extent that nany |oca
conpani es were saved from being sold to foreigners.

"I'n other countries, they allow conpanies to be sold at firesale prices,
but in Ml aysia we don't allow such things to happen

"The CGovernment decided to go in and do sonething, either bailing them
out or giving them noney or taking them back. Wat we did was in the best
interest of the country,” he said.



Bernama reports: Dr Mahathir signed the letter of undertaking of good
conduct before the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra
Jamal ul lail at Istana Negara in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

The signed docunment was certified by the King.

Present to witness the cerenony were Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi and Cabi net m nisters, who signed their letters of
undert aki ng of good conduct before the Prime Mnister in Putrajaya |ater
in the day.
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