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Umo- Assenbl y
UWMNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY BEG NS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- The Umo Ceneral Assenbly 2002 began
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad arrived at 9am and t ook
t he sal ute, acconpani ed by Umo deputy presi dent Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi and secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

He then i nspected the parade nounted by 56 nenmbers each fromthe Putera
and Wani ta brigades and Puteri Umo, |ed by Kapten (R) Suznan Saad of the
Putera brigade at the PWC square.

Umo Yout h head Dat uk Hi shammuddi n Tun Hussein, Wanita Umo head Dat uk
Seri Rafidah Aziz and pro temhead of Puteri Umo Azal i na Ot hnan Said
acconpani ed hi mduring the inspection.

Dr Mahathir then raised the party flag to the acconpani nent of a choir
conprising students fromthe various school s.

Two paragliders carrying a banner with the words, "Umo perjuangan
sebuah bangsa", and the Umo fl ag hovered above.

After the flag-raising, Dr Mahat hir opened the assenbly at Dewan
Merdeka with his keynote address.

Present were the | eaders of the Bari san Nasi onal conmponent parties, 45
representatives of parties from18 countries and foreign del egates.

A total of 2,033 del egates are attending the nmeeting which ends on
Sat urday. Umo, which turned 56 this year, has about 3 million nenbers.
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