04 OCT 2002
Sar awak- | ncenti ve
Cl VIL SERVANTS I N S WAK TO RECEI VE RML MLN | N CASH | NCENTI VES, SAYS SS

KUCHI NG Cct 4 (Bernama) -- About 24,000 civil servants in Sarawak wi | |
recei ve cash i ncentives in Novenber totalling RML mi|lion under the new
Si stem Saraan Mal aysi a (SSM sal ary schene for governnent enpl oyees, State
Secretary Dat uk Amar Abdul Aziz Husain sai d today.

"W will bring up the matter at the State Cabinet nmeeting on Cct 17,"
he told reporters after attending a sem nar on "Rivers as the arteries of
our lives: safe, clean, and natural rivers," here.

He said the incentive paynent woul d definitely bring cheers to civil
servants in the state.

He said the incentive paynent was in addition to the one-nonth bonus,
totalling more than RW million, for government enpl oyees as announced in
t he 2003 Budget by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, to be
pai d by year-end.

Azi z said the state government was waiting for a circul ar on the bonus
payment fromthe federal government.

He al so said the State Budget for next year would be tabled at the
State Legislative Assenbly on Nov 28.

The budget, anmong ot hers, woul d be ai med at hast eni ng devel opnent
projects in the state, he said.

Earlier, in his speech, Aziz, who is al so Sarawak Devel opnent Institute
chai rman, sai d the rapid pace of devel opnent inthe state would certainly
had its toll on the sustainability of rivers but such degradati on had yet
to reach alarming | evel s gi ven t he abundance of the state's river
resources.

The trends were there and as such, early consolidation efforts towards
an appropriate river managenment was i nevitable, he said.

The effort, however, needed the participation of the public and private
sectors and the general masses, he said.

"W, who are present here, will certainly have a part to play. |
bel i eve we shoul d be working with rather than agai nst the forces of
nature," he added.
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