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Root causes of terrorism nust be renpoved first

Lee Lam Thye

AT the recent Asean Leaders Summit in Phnom Penh, Asean |eaders called on
the international community to avoid indiscrimnately advising their
citizens to refrain fromvisiting or dealing with Asean countries in the
absence of established evidence to substantiate runours of possible
terrorist attacks, as such neasures could only help achi eve the objectives
of the terrorists.

In a strongly worded decl arati on agreed upon by all the Asean |eaders,
it deplored the tendency by some quarters to identify terrorismwth
particul ar regions or ethnic groups.

It also called on the international comunity to refrain fromissuing
travel advisories.

The decl arati on was pushed by Ml aysia at the Senior O ficials Meting
prior to the sunmt in view of the |atest devel opnents in the region
following the Bali bonmb blast and terrorist attacks in Zanboanga and
Quezon.

There are strong and cogent reasons for Asean | eaders to issue the joint
declaration for it is nost unjustified on the part of the internationa
conmmunity to issue travel advisories to their citizens against visiting
Asean countries based on rumpurs of possible terrorist attacks.

Calls by certain countries to their citizens not to visit the Asean
regi on because of possible terrorist attacks did have sone effect.

It does have sone effect in Malaysia too, | believe, but the Ml aysian
authorities are certainly going all out to assure foreign tourists that
Mal aysia is a safe country to visit despite the unsubstantiated reports in
sonme foreign media and ill-advised calls by some devel oped countries
agai nst visiting Asean countri es.

In this connection, it is very reassuring to note a report in the NST on
Nov 7 with the headi ng: "Ml aysia safe to visit, say Australian, European
tourists".

It is grossly unfair for certain devel oped countries to single out sonme
countries as "not safe” for their citizens and classify the Sout heast
Asi an region as "high risk"

VWhat is the yardstick used by these devel oped countries to determ ne
whi ch country is safe and which unsafe? Terrorists do not recognise
bor ders.

As Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad pointed out recently,
even the best-protected country could not guarantee that there would be no
terror attack. We are dealing with invisible enem es.

Even devel oped countries are al so unsafe when their people are exposed
to danger, wherever they may be. The crux of the issue is howto deal with
the issue of terrorismand not to identify which country is unsafe in the
absence of established evidence.

I concur with the view that the nost effective way to deal with
terrorismis to identify the causes and to address these causes.

Terrorismcannot be elimnated unless the root causes are renoved and
t he breeding grounds of terrorism addressed.

Renedi al measures nust be guided by two cardinal principles, nanmely the
elimnation of injustices and the pronotion of human wel f are.

Justice requires that fundanental injustices |like foreign occupation and
brutal oppression be renoved whether it is Palestine or el sewhere.

Anot her fundanental injustice is the denial of avenues to register and



voi ce grievances and seek redress. The pronotion of human welfare
begi nning with the eradication of poverty nust be another guiding
principle of neasures to address the root cause of terrorism
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