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"NEW AND MODERN' WRI TTEN ALL OVER MALAYSI A TODAY

By: Mahesh Prasad

NEW DELHI , May 9 (Bernama) -- Everything "new and nodern” is found all
over Ml aysi a today and one by one Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Moharmed' s Vi si on 2020 pi eces are falling into place, the Indian financi al
daily, the Business Standard sai d.

An article on "re-inventing Mal aysia,” says Dr Mahathir's vaunted
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor, stretching between KL I nternational Airport and
the city is ready to propel the country towards its high-tech,
knowl edge- based future.

This 15 kmwi de corridor, with its two brand-new smart cities of
Putraj aya and Cyberjaya, i s the nucl eas around which the country i s being
t ransf or med.

The writer, Barun Roy, says "Alot of Mahathir's recent efforts have
gone intocreating the infrastructure needed for this transformation.
Clearly, devel opi ng a seanl ess transportation network i s one of his top
priorities. At KL Central, the airport express neshes nicely with a
transport hub that Iinks up the entire country by rail and road."

"By 2004, an 18KM nostly underground nmonorail will |ink Kuala Lunmpur
to Putrajaya, Malaysia's newadm nistrative capital, where | akes, wetl| ands
and forests will cover nine tinmes nore | and than buil dings," he said.

Putraj aya, a massive $15-billion project, he says "is supposed to be
Mal aysia's answer to the Silicon Valley. Designed for a popul ati on of
300, 000 and equi pped to handl e all kinds of nultimedi a communi cations
traffic, thisis where the country's high tech future is being chart ed.

A nulti-nedia university is already functioning there and over 200
i nformati on technol ogy conpani es have set up shop. By 2020, t he gover nnent
hopes to have over 500 I T conpani es in Cyberjaya."

The author refers to Dr Mahathir's speech at a conference in Bahrain
| ast nonth regretting that there was not a single Muslimnation anong t he
wor | d' s devel oped countries and asserting that he wanted t o change al |
t hat .

"His ambition, the author says, is to establish a scientific
progressive and know edge- based society that will be
psychol ogi cal | y-1i berated, secure, and i ndustrially devel oped,"” he added.

There is, the author says, "a lot of enphasis in today's Ml aysia on
nmoni t ori ng advanced forei gn technol ogy, and t he governnent has an i ncentive
programme t o encour age Mal aysi an scienti sts worki ng abroad to return home.

Conput er sci ence has been given the status of a full-fledged school at
t he Mal aysi an Sci ence University (USM . A conprehensive sci ence and
mat henati cs programme i s bei ng devel oped for primary and secondary school s.

By July, a National Space Agency, along the |lines of Nasa the US
Nati onal Aeronautics and Space Admi nistration, is expected to cone into
being to determ ne the country's needs i n aerospace and satellite
technol ogy and to fornul ate a national space policy.

In his speech in Bahrain, the author says, Dr Mahathir "bluntly bl aned
Muslins' rejection of know edge for many of their problens today. Wt hout
return to know edge i ndependent of religious | aws, creeds and practi ces,
Miusli msocieties wouldn't gain the ability to defend thensel ves."

This is what, says the author, "he is telling Ml aysi ans too: espouse
noder n knowl edge, pursue nodern technol ogy, build nmoderninfrastructure,
preserve a nultiracial society, and be part of the international
community."



"To begin at the beginning, the govrnnent has announced it will be
re-training 30,000 teachers as part of a newinitiative to pronote English
in primary and secondary school s. ™"

The article begins with the 57-km1long airport express rail link from
KL I nternational Airport to the Kuala Lunpur Central Station.

"The brand new KLI A Express, as the trainis called, is one nore step
towards Prine M nister Mahat hir Mohamad' s goal of buil di ng a new and nodern

Mal aysi a.

"Only five other cities in the world -- Tokyo, Hong Kong, London, Gslo
and Stockhol m-- have similar dedicated air-rail links, and going by first
i mpressions, Malaysia is already a winner," the author adds.
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