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Abdul | ah- Appr eci ati on
ABDULLAH TOUCHED BY DR M S OPEN ENDORSEMENT TO SUCCEED H M

KUALA LUMPUR, July 3 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said
today he was touched by the confidence and trust placed in himby Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who openly nanmed himas his
successor.

I'n thanking Dr Mahathir for his confidence, Abdullah said he woul d work
to the best of his ability so as not to disappoint Dr Mahathir, Umo and
t he peopl e.

The Deputy Prime Mnister said this when asked to comment on the public
endorsenent by Dr Mahathir that Abdullah was his successor when he retired
after the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC) Sunmmit in COctober next
year.

Dr Mahathir, on his return froma 10-day vacation in Europe, expressed
support for his deputy to be his successor and urged Umo | eaders and
nmenbers, Barisan Nasional (BN) |eaders and the people to give strong
support to Abdul | ah.

"I believe Dr Mahat hir nust have given a serious thought before he made
the public statenment," Abdullah told Bernana when cont act ed.

"I was deeply touched on hearing Dr Mahathir making a public statenent
that | amhis successor, especially when he asked the people attending the
wel comi ng cerenony for himthis norning to support nme," he said.

Dr Mahat hir spoke to nore than 10, 000 peopl e conprising Umo and BN
conmponent party nmenbers and people fromall wal ks of |ife at the gathering
whi ch was televised |ive by RTM

Abdul | ah adnitted that it was not an easy task for himto followthe
footsteps of Dr Mahathir who was a successful and well-known | eader in the
wor | d.

"To nme, | will always | ook upon himas a | eader who gui ded nme and
advised nme fromtime to tine in the course of discharging ny duties.
val ue very nuch his guidance and advi ce which will be of great help to ne
later," he said.

As for now, Abdullah said, being Dr Mahathir's deputy, he would
conti nue his duties as usual.

Asked whet her he received simlar pledges of support fromUmo and BN
component party | eaders as Dr Mahathir's chosen successor, Abdull ah said:
"Suprenme Council nenbers, Menteris Besar and State Umo |iai son chiefs have
openly voiced their support for nme."

He said they pledged their support at |ast week's suprenme counci
neet i ng whi ch di scussed Dr Mahathir's decision to relinquish his governnent
and party posts.

Abdul | ah said BN | eaders al so expressed simlar support for himat the
BN suprene council neeting convened to discuss Dr Mahathir's decision | ast
week.

He expressed his gratitude and thanked Umo and BN | eaders for their
support to him

"Wth their support, my job will not be that difficult," he said.

In thanki ng God for being nanmed as the next prime nminister and the
support he received, Abdullah said, with strong backing from Umo, BN and
the people, he would work with nore vigour, in full sincerity and
dedi cati on.
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