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Face enem es of Islamin triunph

Munir Majid

We Need Strong Muslim Leaders

THIS is not the way of peace. It is the way of subjugation, of war. It
will continue to incite terror. It is not Muslimterror, but the terror of
i njustice wought on Mislins.

The injustice nust be addressed, first and forenost in Pal estine. \Wen
the Americans nove the Israelis on this, there will be progress in the war
agai nst terror.

Now nmore than ever before, the Muslins need | eaders who are strong and
sensible, like Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who can
speak with authority with-out blood on their hands and point to peacefu
achi evenent in a predom nantly Muslimbut multi-racial and nulti-religious
country.

Leaders who accord their own Mislim popul ation the sanme kind of respect
and regard they want others to accord them

Leaders who have the intellect to argue that all the world has been
doing since Sept 11 is to descend to the depths of brutality defined by
the terrorists who attacked Anerica, that perpetrator and victimhave now
beconme one in the art of scientific butchery.

Leaders who do not bend before the appeal of extremismin Islam which
i ndeed is an eneny of Islam but instead cultivate strength fromfaith to
build a worthwhile world anong the followers of the religion

Al so | eaders who will not bend against the pressure of external forces,
but deflect or frustrate them even if they do not have the power to
confront them head- on.

Leaders who are able to think of a way out as Dr Mahathir did against
| M- pressures to introduce austerity neasures in 1998 whi ch woul d have
sunk the Ml aysi an econony.

(Strange how when Western econonies are in trouble, interest rates are
reduced, but when devel opi ng economes are in a pickle, they have to
i ncrease them)

Most of all, |eaders who are able to build and construct, who strive to
devel op alternatives, that can provide sone kind of buffer for Mislim
nati ons - such as by the setting up of the Islamc Financial Services
Board, for which the Prime Mnister and the Bank Negara CGovernor's
| eadershi p have to be recogni sed, to encourage the further devel opnent of
the Islam c financial market.

We shoul d have at | east sone custody and control of our incones and
savings instead of so easily surrendering themin Amrerican dollars to be
managed and controlled by those who might wish to attack us.

This is not a turning of the back on the world, but striving to
cultivate a little oasis in a hostile world. The distance we still have to
go is re-flected by the size of the Islamc financial market - a puny
US$200 billion (RW60 billion), as stated by Dr Mahahtir during the
i nauguration of the IFSB - which is exceeded by the sumheld in Anerican
dol lars by just Abu Dhabi al one (US$214 billion).

That is the distance we have to go in mnd, body and noney. This is the
struggle Muslins have to join, in politics and in the econonmy. W have no
alternative if we do not want the enemies of Islamto triunph.
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