02 APR 2002
Par | i ament - Mahat hi r
PM MAKES H S PRESENCE FELT | N DEWAN RAKYAT

KUALA LUMPUR, April 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's
attendance i n t he Dewan Rakyat today was sonet hi ng menbers were | ooki ng
forward to, not only to get answers fromthe horse's nouth but also to
pronpt people to take up their seats early.

The Prine M nister was already in the House when the bell was rung at
10amto signal the start of the proceedings.

It was obvious his presence had an inpact even on the opposition as
Chow Kon Yeow ( DAP- Tanj ong) took the opportunity to nention Dr Mahathir's
nare i n hi s suppl enentary question to Wirks M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel | u.

Chow asked whet her the governnent planned to nane the proposed second
Penang bri dge as "Dr Mahathir Bridge" in appreciation of his contributions
to the country and whether it would be nade toll free.

Chow s question apparently anused Dr Mahat hir, who fl ashed a snmile on
hearing it.

"That | leave it to Yang Amat Berhormat (PM. Normally, he does not
agree to such suggestions but inthis case | would not know...but | think
he will not accept," said Sany Vellu with a | augh

On the question of toll, Sany Vellu said the bridge would be costly to
build and as such toll would be inposed.

However, the toll rate woul d not be the sane as that for the existing
Penang Bri dge, whose toll shoul d have been rai sed tw ce as provi ded for
under the concessi on agreenent but was not done so as to protect the
interests of Penangites, he said.

Earlier, when replying to Chow s question on the | atest devel opnments on
t he second bridge, Samy Vel lu said desi gn work had yet to be submitted and
the ministry was waiting for the Finance Mnistry's approval to appoint
consul tants.

He said the project site had been identified and, in fact, soil tests
for the 24km 1 ong bridge had been conpl et ed

Sany Vel lu al so said the Jel utong Expressway was a privati sed project
bei ng i npl enented by the Penang gover nnent .

As at |ast February, the physical progress of Phase | of the project
had reached 55 percent, and anong t he works conpl eted were site clearing,
dunp site excavation and earth strengthening.

Land recl amati on and bridge constructi on works were being actively
undert aken, he said.

Sany Vel lu said Phase | was expected to be fully conpleted by this
Decenber .
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