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DPM Barisan's strength stens fromwillingness to share power

MALACCA, Sat. - The Barisan Nasional is perhaps the nost successful multi-
racial coalition in the world as it practises genui ne power-sharing, its
deputy chairman, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, said today.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said the BN s strength was derived fromits
wi |l lingness and ability to share power.

Wth all races and conmunities represented in the Government, al
deci sions made reflected the people's w shes.

"This is actually our strength. Because of that, we are able to
i npl enent policies and programres successfully because they have been
endorsed by the people,” he said when opening the Mal acca BN convention at
Dewan Seri Negeri in Ayer Keroh.

The BN s approach was practical with power-sharing the coalition's
tradition and style of administration, he added.

Abdul | ah sai d the peopl e supported the BN fornmula as no one was
si del i ned.

"As a long-serving nmenber of the Cabinet, | can assure that this power-
sharing is genuine. It is not a matter of convenience or just a showto
fish popul ar support.”

Abdul | ah said he could not renenber any Cabi net decision taken w thout
consul tati on.

"It is the same at the (State) Excos and BN (suprenme council). W do not
conprom se on this. All decisions are by consensus. It will only becone a
deci si on when everybody agrees to it," he said.

Contrary to allegations that Prime Mnister and BN chai rman Dat uk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad was dictatorial in running the country, Abdullah said
one of the best qualities of Dr Mahathir was his wll-ingness and patience
to listen to views.

"As far as | can renenber, he has never stopped anyone from speaki ng or
saying that no argunent is necessary as the matter at hand is too
sensitive."

Abdul | ah sai d Pas expected BN conponent parties to quarrel about Dr
Mahat hi r' s announcenent that Mal aysia was an Islanmic nation, but this did
not happen as the matter had been discussed in a rational manner and | ater
endorsed by the BN suprene council.

"Everyone was given the opportunity to present his views before a
col l ective decision was arrived at. The critics were dunbfounded but this
i s how the BN works."

Abdul | ah said the same approach was used on the issue of teaching
Sci ence and Mathematics in English in school s.

He added that racial co-operation anong the communities was al so nuch
better now conpared with years ago

This could partly be attributed to government policies and programmes
whi ch enphasi sed co-operation, tol erance, noderation and unity.

"I can say that this is the biggest achi evenent of BN. Many may not
realise its significance because we are so used to these val ues.

"They are practised not only in the Government and parties, but also by
t he people. For exanple, one particular comunity may formthe majority in
certain areas, but it has never stopped the people there from
participating in activities involving all races."

Abdul | ah said the concept of adm nistration espoused by the BN ensured
resilience wthout which the country would not be able to progress and



devel op rapidly.

"Forei gn | eaders, businessmen and tourists always speak highly of racial
unity prevailing in the country. They are amazed that the country's multi-
et hnic society can co-exi st harnoni-ously whereas other countries are torn
by racial conflicts.”

Abdul | ah al so advi sed Mal acca BN | eaders and supporters not to squabble
over the allocation of parlianmentary and State seats in the next genera
el ection, especially with the redelineation exercise giving birth to an
additional parlianentary and three State constituencies.

He said bickering would only weaken the coalition

"However, | am confident such things will not take place here. | amsure
everyone will place unity above everything el se and be prepared to set
aside differences for the sake of a BN victory."

He added that the State BN's priority was to west the sole
parliamentary and four State seats held by the Opposition
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