09 APR 2002
Mahat hir-Vi sit
PMTO VI SIT MOROCCO, LI BYA AND BAHRAI N TO ENHANCE TI ES

PUTRAJAYA, April 9 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi | | visit Morocco, Libya and Bahrain next week to boost Ml aysia's
ties with the three countries, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar
sai d today.

"The intention is to enhance bilateral rel ati ons and see what areas of
econom ¢ cooperation that can be strengthened with these countries,” he
told reporters after neeting Dr Tatsuo Arima, the Special Envoy of Japanese
Prime M nister Junichiro Koizum , at his office here.

Syed Ham d said that Dr Mahathir's trip to Morocco and Bahrai n was
actually toreciprocate the visit of his counterparts while his visit to
Li bya was at the invitation of its | eader, Miammar Gaddafi .

Dr Mahathir's visit to the North African states of Morocco and Li bya
and the Persian @Qulf state of Bahrain is scheduled for April 15-21. He will
be acconpani ed by sone 100 Mal aysi an busi nessnen.

Syed Ham d sai d that Ml aysia hoped to forge cl oser econonic rel ations
with the three countries as there were still a lot of business
opportunities that could be expl ored by Mal aysi an conpani es.

As of |ast year, Malaysia's trade with Bahrain accounted for 0.05 per
cent of its total world trade while that with Morocco and Li bya were | ower,
at 0.01 per cent and 0.003 per cent respectively.

Syed Hani d noted that there were al ready Mal aysi an conpani es
participating in the econonic activites of these countries, with the nost
not abl e bei ng Petronas, the national oil corporation.

Petronas is already involved in a concession to explore oil in the
Li byan- Tuni si an border and has been awarded two expl oration bl ocks in
Bahr ai n.

He al so said that as part of Dr Mahathir's visit to Bahrain, the prine
m ni ster woul d al so be openi ng a Mal aysi a Trade Exhi bition Centre in the
state capital of Manana.

The centre was set up not only to increase exports and enhanci ng
bilateral trade with Bahrain but also to serve as a | aunch pad to penetrate
the potentially | arge West Asi an narket.

Asked whet her the i ssue of escal ating tension in Pal estine would be
touched during Dr Mahathir's neeting with the | eaders of the three
countries, Syed Ham d said that he woul d only say that current political
i ssues woul d norrmal | y be di scussed when | eaders neet.
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