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Ensure Merdeka neans peace and unity anong the races

Lee Lam Thye
MALAYSI A commenor at ed the 45th anniversary of its Independence on
Sat urday. W have been independent for over 45 years.

Al t hough the nation may not be perfect, it has weat hered nmany storns and
laid the foundation for the attai nment of racial harnony, unity,
cohesi veness and political stability which nmany other countries, including
t he devel oped ones, are envious of.

Let us not jeopardise what we have achi eved so far through the spirit of
under st andi ng.

Let us not allow the politics of extremsmto divide the nation which we
| ove and care for as this is our birthplace, our honme, our workplace and
eventual ly our final resting place.

As Ml aysi ans of diverse races cel ebrated |Independence Day, |et us spare
a thought for its significance and what "Merdeka" means to us.

The Merdeka nmonth cel ebration can pronote unity by rallying Ml aysians
of all races to be involved in the activities of this very auspicious
occasi on.

Celebrating it is significant at a time when Ml aysians nust not take
harmony and unity for granted.

As unity is so vital for the survival and success of our nulti-racial
multi-religious and nulti-cultural nation, | wish to offer sone
suggestions on how to bol ster unity, particularly anong the younger
gener ati on.

Recently, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad called for the
formation of interracial clubs in universities to address pol arisation

Gving priority to this is a welcone nove as this will pronote
i nteraction anong the different races and lead to greater inter-racial
under st andi ng.

Exi sting single-race-based organi sati ons shoul d organi se activities and
invite other races to participate in order to pave the way for
i nteraction.

G oups intending to register new societies should be encouraged to
include all races in their organisations.

VWile it may not be feasible to conpel all those who intend to form
societies to include all races, it is advisable in the interest of unity
and understanding to encourage themto have a nulti-racial nenbership.

I amof the view that many vol untary non-governnental organisations
shoul d be encouraged to have better multi-racial representation

Mul ti-racial conposition and participation in voluntary bodies w |l
enhance unity and pronote co-operation

VWhat is inmportant is that serious efforts be undertaken to enable
i nteraction anong the students and address the issue of polarisation in
ki ndergartens, primary and secondary schools as well as institutions of
hi gher | earni ng.

It is inperative the young shoul d be exposed to the Rukun Negara - our
gui de for nation-building and for unity.

The five principles are belief in God, to king and country, uphol ding
the Constitution, Rule of Law, good behavi our and norality.

These principles, which have enabl ed Mal aysia to unite her multi-racial
and nulti-religious people and formthe basis of our nationhood, should be
enbedded in our younger generation

Unity cannot be achi eved through | egislation



Unity nmust cone fromthe inner self. It nmust be voluntary.

The peopl e of diverse races who have made Mal aysia their hone nust
realise they have no alternative but to live harmoniously and peacefully
wi th one anot her.
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