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Ensuring factories cone to villages

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - The Governnent is fornulating a nore conprehensive
programe to ensure the success of the "One Village One Product” canpaign
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today.

He said that anong others, the Government wanted to set-up industries,
by building small factories at each and every village, with active
participation of residents.

"We are identifying nore products, fornulating and planning to have a
nor e conprehensi ve programe because we realise that village fol k cannot
seemto think of anything (conpetitive business) or work accordingly.

"We are of the viewthat it would be better to have small factories
whi ch are run by experienced people. The village folk can work and maybe
hold shares in the conpany if they wish to."

The Prime Mnister was speaking at a Press conference after opening the
2002 Wnen Entrepreneurs National Convention at the Sunway Lagoon Resort
Hot el here.

He said that the "One Village One Product” camnpai gn, which was | aunched
a few years ago, had only managed to bear results in the agricultura
sector and not in industries, as envisaged by the Governnent.

He said one of the nmain reasons for the outcone was the |ack of work
ethics and discipline anong vill agers.

"There nust be a workplace discipline; if there is no discipline we
cannot possibly succeed,” Dr Mahat hir said.

He added that those who wi shed to enter into business and trade should
not expect government assistance and hand-outs all the tine.

Earlier, he repeatedly pointed out the need for entrepreneurs to be
sincere, just, skilful and be equipped with the right ethics and business
culture.

He told the participants that a simlar "One Village One Product” had
achi eved trenendous success in Thailand as the people enbraced the plan
with full conm tnent.

"Sonme people think that this is too anbitious a project, but |I'msure
we can do it if we try hard enough.

"It is very saddening to note that even the souvenirs sold in Ml aysia
are made in Thailand, Taiwan, China and the Philippines... at the nonent
we' re not capable of nmass producing such itens," he said, adding that the
Cover nment expected wonen entrepreneurs to take up such chall enges.

Al so present were Entrepreneur Devel opment M nister Datuk Seri Nazri
Aziz and the Mnistry's secretary-general Datuk Zaki ah Hashi m
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