09 AUG 2002

Sports-Cycling (ETOM
SOPHI STI CATED PHOTO FI NI SH EQUI PMENT FOR RACE

KUALA LUWPUR, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- The inaugural Gamuda Eagl e Tour of
Mal aysi a, schedul ed in Langkawi fromAug 14 to 18, will be using
sophi sticated and state-of-the-art photo finish equi pnent and results
systemto ensure t he di ssem nation of accurate and fast results of the
race.

This is the first time that the equi pnent, manufactured by Lynx System
Devel opers i n Boston, which produces and distributes Sports Data products,
will be used in a race in the country.

Cl ear M ssion Sdn Bhd executive director Abdullah Kamal Shafi'i said
t he Fi ni shLynx photo finish systemhad been used widely in all the world's
maj or cycling Tours, including the three G and Tours -- Tour de France,
Gro d'Italia and Spani sh Vuel ta.

Sophi sticated and reliabl e photo finish equiprent is vital in major
cycling events and stage races and ot her sports |i ke rowi ng and horse
racing to ensure accurate results, especially during mass sprints, at the
finish.

The systemal so enables its users to generate results rapidly and then
post themonto the Internet to scoreboards and | ocal and renot e dat abases.

"I't is hoped that by using such sophisticated and nmodern techni cal
equi prent, we will be abl e to upgrade the standard of organisation. At the
sanme time, we'll be able to | earn newtechnol ogy which ni ght be useful in
organising future events," Kamal in a statement, here, today.

In the 2002 Tour de Langkawi, the organisers introduced a new tim ng
devi ce (transponder) whi ch was nounted on the riders' bicycles to provide
accurate and fast results.

Meanwhi | e, Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysi a (RTM, the host broadcaster of the
race, will air 30 minutes del ayed tel ecast of the race daily fromAug 14 to
18. The progranmme, featuring the highlights and thrills of the race, will
be aired on TV1 from 11. 30pm

"The RTMcrew wi I | be made up of al nbst 30 staffers and will provide
i n-depth coverage during the 30-m nute programme. W hope to bring the race
closer to the people, especially those outside Langkawi . W hope to create
bigger interest in the sport and attract nore people to take up cycling as
a leisure and conpetitive sport,” Kamal said.

Kamal added that the whol e entourage woul d conmpri se 600 peopl e,

i ncluding teans and riders.

Meanwhi l e, the teans and riders will start arriving tonorrow.

China, Mongolia, Ireland, TeamKrone of Norway and Team Down Under wil |
arrive here tonorrow before flying to Langkawi on Sunday.

Japan, Korea, Philippines and Vietnamw || arrive in Langkawi on Sunday
whi | e Team Sui sse and Austria, G ant Asia Racing and Al bani a, Ml aysi a,

Tai wan, Thailand, Iran, Indonesia, TeamKL and Sel angor will be on the
i sl and on Monday.

Atotal of 21 teans will conpete in the five-stage 407.2kmrace which
offers total prize noney of RM200, 000 (US$52, 000). The race i s organi sed by
Cl ear M ssion Sdn Bhd under the patronage of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.
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