29 AUG 2002
Vi et nam Labour
VI ETNAM EAGER TO SI GN LABOUR AGREEMENT W TH MALAYSI A

SEPANG, Aug 29 (Bernamm) -- Vietnamwants to sign a | abour agreement
wi th Mal aysi a as soon as possible toregulate its workforce for enpl oynent
in the country.

"We hope we coul d sign the | abour agreement as soon as possible to
facilitate our workforce to start work here i nmedi ately," Vi et nanese Deputy
Prime M nister Nguyen Tan Dzung tol d Bernanma at the KL I nternational
Airport here before | eaving for honme late | ast night.

During his three-day visit, Dzung net Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and hi s deputy, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , for
bil ateral talks.

He said that the agreenment woul d set the |l egal framework for Vietnanese
workers to work here and spell out the "do's and don'ts" when they start
working in the country.

The Mal aysi an governnment's nove to al |l ow Vi et nanese workers ply their
trade here, he said, was a good start for bilateral rel ati ons between the
two nations.

"W, in a short period of tinme, brought in sone 5,000 Vietnanese
wor kers and t he Vi et nanese government wi sh that we could bring in nore
wor kers especially inthe manufacturing and construction sectors," he sai d.

He said that Vietnamwould dispatch its workers to Malaysia only if
t hey were request ed by the Mal aysi an gover nnent and hoped t hat Mal aysi a
woul d support and extend its full est cooperation to these workers.

"On the ot her hand, we al so want workers fromVi etnamto abi de by | ocal
laws and this is why we want the agreenent signed soon," he said.

He said that Vietnamwould train its workers before sending themto
Mal aysi a especially in terns of | anguage capablity of the workers.

Vi et nam si gned a menor andum of understandi ng with Mal aysia on the
i ntake of immigrant |abour fromthe fornmer war-torn nation in February this
year.

Dzung al so said that the purpose of his visit was to foster closer
relations with Mal aysia and to find ways to increase bilateral trade
bet ween the two countries.

"Vi etnamhas excellent relations with Mal aysia and we want to build on
that and we think that the | abour exchange woul d enabl e us to get closer to
each other," he said.

Dzung said that Vietnamsupports the Ml aysi an government's proposal
for the setting up of the Asean+3 (Asean plus Japan, Korea and Chi na)
secretariat in Kuala Lunpur.

"W viewany initiative like this as a way to strengthen relations with
t he t hree maj or econom c pl ayers of the region...we should be supportive of
this initiative," he said.

He said that during his neeting with Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah, the two
| eaders expl ai ned the i dea of the setting up the secretariat in Kual a
Lumpur and with the "enlightennment", Vietnamwas sure that Ml aysia's
proposal was a good i dea.

The idea to set up such a secretariat in Kuala Lunpur was proposed by
Dr Mahathir in the middle of |ast year but the recently-concl uded Asean
Summit in Brunei failed to reach a consensus on the nmatter.

Sone of the 10-nmenber Asean states did not agree that the Asean+3
secretariat be set up in Kual a Lunpur, but Ml aysi a, after the deadl ock had
vowed to pursue the matter.



"We would be willing to discuss this nmatter with other Asean nenbers
and convince themof the idea...we want to reach a consensus,” he said.

Dzung al so extended his thanks to Mal aysia for the assistance and
support rendered to the Vi etnamese governnent.

"We hope that this cordial relationship between the people of the two
countries woul d conti nue and we thank t he Mal aysi an government for all the
assi stance it has provided for stronger relations between the two
countries,” he said.
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