10 SEP 2002
Mahat hi r - Cuepacs
SPI RI T OF CONSULTI NG AND NEGOTI ATl ONS HAS PREVENTED STRI KES

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sept 10 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, has said the Cuepacs | eadership's attitude of
consul ting and hol di ng negoti ations with the governnent has prevented
i ndustrial action and ensured snoot h gover nnent admi ni strati on.

This attitude had al so prevented probl ens fromcropping up in the
government's efforts to bring social and economi ¢ devel opnent to the
country, the Prime Mnister said in his foreward i n the bi ography on
Cuepacs Presi dent Datuk Siva Subramani amtitled "Datuk Siva Pej uang Kaum
Pekerja" (Datuk Siva Chanpi on of Wbrkers) by Awang Abdul | ah. The book wi I |
be | aunched toni ght on the occasion of the National Union of Teaching
Prof essi on (NUTP) conference here.

"I'n the handling of any i ssue, the concept of nesyuarah practised by
Cuepacs under the | eadershi p of Datuk Siva (Subranmani an) has proved t hat
what ever problemthat arises can be resol ved through negotiations."

"I amproud of Cuepacs as it has succeeded in uniting its nmenbers
t hrough vari ous progranmes ai ned at buil di ng a nature and progressi ve
Mal aysi an society," the Prime M nister said.

Dr Mahat hir said docunenting the |ife and struggle of experienced union
activists who had contributed nuch to the country |i ke Datuk Siva was a
wi se nove as it could be a gui de and source of reference to union | eaders.

The Prine Mnister said Siva was not only a union | eader elected to
head t he 108, 000 teachers in the NUTP but al so the first teacher entrusted
with the responsibility to | ead Cuepacs as its president.

"This means his | eadership is not only accepted by teachers but al so by
nearly one million civil servants in the country,”™ Dr Mahathir said.

"I hope that this biography will beconme anot her piece of inportant
historic material for the country and the young generation," he said.
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