24/ 01/ 2002
Envoy “not aware' of apology fromJakarta for citizens' m sconduct

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Indonesi an anbassador here today deni ed know edge
of an apol ogy which his governnent was reported to have made to Kual a
Lunpur for the conduct of its citizens.

"I have just been given the news article ... | have no know edge of the
apol ogy, " Hadi Wayarabi Al hadar told a Press conference at the |Indonesian
Enbassy this norning.

Hadi al so could not confirmnews reports that his Governnment had sent
two officials here to convey the apol ogy and hel p sol ve recurring problens
i nvol vi ng I ndonesi an workers.

I ndonesi an Manpower M ni ster Jacob Nuwa Wea was reported as sayi ng today
that a director fromthe mnistry and a fornmer |abour attache had been
sent to Kual a Lumpur.

The report from Jakarta al so quoted Nuwa Wea as saying that the
I ndonesi an Gover nment woul d provi de assi stance to any | ndonesi an worker
facing | egal action in Ml aysia.

The junior mnister was al so reported to have urged Kual a Lunpur not to
act indiscrimnately agai nst | ndonesi an workers.

Wsma Putra officials could not be reached for comment but it was |earnt
that the Mal aysi an Gover nment was not happy with the remarks from Jakarta

"Nuwa Wea's remarks urging Malaysia not to act indiscrimnately against
I ndonesi an workers here do not go down well, diplomatically or otherw se.

"W have never acted indiscrimnately against them In fact we are
giving them anpl e opportunity to work and |ive peacefully,"” a Hone
Mnistry official said, on condition of anonymty.

Meanwhi | e, Hadi gave an undertaking at the Press conference that the
remai ni ng 700, 000 | ndonesi an workers in Mal aysia would be cl osely
nmoni tored through regular neetings with enployers.

He said officials fromthe enbassy would al so visit workplaces and
conduct bri efings.

He said officials fromthe Indonesian Consul General offices in Johor
Baru, Penang and Kota Kinabalu woul d al so keep tabs on the workers.

"I regret what happened in N lai and Kampung Limau Manis ... it should
not have happened because the Ml aysi an people and the Governnent have
been very accomuodati ng.

"We have taken the necessary steps including adopting a nore stringent
wor ker recruitment process back hone and an awareness progranme for those
who are already here.”

He sai d I ndonesi an workers shoul d abide by the aws of the country and
not indulge in activities which could hurt bilateral ties.

The anbassador has al so held neetings with Foreign Mnistry secretary-
general Datuk Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak and Hone M nistry secretary-genera
Datuk Seri Aseh Che Mat.

Asked about the Indonesian Covernnent's view of Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s warni ng that | ndonesi an workers would be the
| ast choice for enploynent, Hadi said it was the right of the Ml aysian
Gover nnent .

"I cannot interfere in this but there are other diplomatic channels
where the issue could be discussed,” he said, citing the Ml aysia-

I ndonesi a joint conm ssion nmeeting next nmonth which will be attended by
the Foreign Mnisters of both countries.
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