14/ 06/ 2002
Expo for Bum entrepreneurs

Koh Lay Chin

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Umo Youth will be hosting the National Young

Bum putera Entrepreneurs Expo at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre next week to
create networking opportunities for Malay entrepreneurs and to introduce
their products to the public.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein said the expo, organised by
the wing's econom ¢ bureau, would showcase products by 63 | ocal conpanies
from June 18-22.

"This initiative is nost appropriate as the Malay race is faced with
i ncreasing challenges in the world today. In this way, we can overcomne our
weaknesses and ensure we are not left behind in all matters, and not just
education,” he said today.

The expo also ains to help Malay entrepreneurs find agents or sales
representatives to market their products nationally and internationally,
and foster closer relationships between Umo entrepreneurs.

It will showcase products like |locally nmade cigars and digital door
| ocks as well as products by Umo Youth nmenbers fromall districts.

He said Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
woul d I'aunch the expo, which will also coincide with the Umo genera
assenbl y.

The wi ng woul d al so take the opportunity to collect donations for the
Pal esti ni an Peopl e's Humanitarian Fund at the two events, he said.

"Qther than the assenbly and the expo, Umo Youth will also set up two
exhi bitions, one on the Afghanistan Wl fare Fund and on our Penuda Masuk
Kampung programme. "

Umo Youth al so recei ved sponsorshi p cheques for the expo today from
Apex Communi cation G oup, who contributed RMr0, 000, and Habib Jewel s Sdn
Bhd, who contributed RVBO, 000.

H shanmuddi n al so said he had appointed nine people to formthe speci al
conmittee which will study the reasons for the | ow nunber of Bum putera
students in private institutes of higher |earning (IPTS)

Umo Youth Exco menbers Datuk Dr Zanbry Abd Kadir, Zulkifli Mhd Al w,
| kmal Hi sham Abd Aziz, Ismail Sabri Yaakob, Subahan Kamal, Affendi Zahari
Mohammad Norza Zakaria and Khairy Jamal uddin would join committee chairman
Dr Adham Baba to neet all 600 I PTS to study funding problens faced by
Bum putera students and all other related issues, he said.

"Over the past three days, two well-known | PTS have approached us and
are interested in finding ways to i ncrease Bum putera students whereas
many ot hers have expressed interest in addressing the inbal ance.”

Declining to nane the IPTS, he said the current efforts and interest by
all parties in Bum putera students' education was a good start and "a
turning point in history".

"I also wel come Deputy Prime Mnister's (Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi ) statenent yesterday where he said there would be a consideration
to increase funding to help students finance their education at these
col l eges,” he said.

On the success of these efforts, he said: "On the issue of education
success is intangible. You can never say we are fully successful or not

W will see with tine."”

On neritocracy, he said it was clear that Malay students' participation
had increased in universities this year and al though Umo Youth had
defended the quota | ast year, the results showed Ml ays coul d conpete.



"It mght be a tenporary neasure because of the STPMbut it is a
chal | enge to ensure the nunbers are mmintai ned. W nade the stand based on
the position of Malays at that time and | amnot too great a | eader to say
I mght have been wong," he said.
( END)
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