12/ 07/ 2002

Abdul | ah: Taking over as PMis a chall enge

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi today described his taking over as Prime Mnister in October next
year as a challenge to him

"I amfaced with the challenge of ensuring the nation's political and
econom c stability.

"I have also to ensure the country's security,” he said when addressing
800 participants at the Seventh National Civil Service conference at the
National Institute of Public Administration (lntan).

"I remenber when | was the Foreign Mnister, (Datuk Seri) Dr Mhathir
(Mohamad) told ne that when a | eader retires, he nust ensure that the
Governnent is stable."

"Dr Mahathir also told me that if a | eader retires when the country was
in a state of chaos, then he was not a good | eader."

He said Dr Mahathir has nmade sure of the country's stability in all
areas - politically, economcally and socially as well as in security -
bef ore he nade the announcenent to retire in Qctober next year.

"He is also making sure that there is a smpoth transition of power from
himto his successor before he retires,” said Abdul |l ah, adding that he
woul d ensure continuity in all that has been planned for the nation's
grow h, devel opment and stability.

Abdul | ah, who was touched by Dr Mahathir's announcenent of him
(Abdul I ah) being his successor, said the nation's success was also in the
hands of the adm nistrators of the country who nust be efficient and
dynami c.

"I hope that all parties, especially the public admnistrators, would
continue to preserve the peace and stability in the country to ensure that
Mal aysi a continues to progress.”

Abdul | ah said Mal aysia would not be really devel oped w t hout political
stability.

He al so said the comm tnent of the enforcenment agencies, especially the
police, was inportant to ensure continued peace.
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